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Enoch Powell, The Birmingham Speech, 21 April 1968

This speech was delivered to a Conservative Association’ meeting in Birmingham shortly before the parliamentary debate
on the Race Relations Bill 1968.

A week or two ago I fell into conversation with a constituent, a middle-aged, quite ordinary working man
employed in one of our nationalised industries. After a sentence or two about the weather, he suddenly said: "If
had the money to go, I wouldn't stay in this country." I made some deprecatory reply to the effect that even this
government wouldn't last for ever; but he took no notice, and continued: "I have three children, all of them been
through grammar school and two of them married now, with family. I shan't be satisfied till I have seen them all
settled overseas. In this country in 15 or 20 years' time the black man will have the whip hand over the white man."

In 15 or 20 years, on present trends, there will be in this country three and a half million Commonwealth
immigrants and their descendants. That is not my figure. That is the official figure given to parliament by the
spokesman of the Registrar General's Office. ...

Nothing is more misleading than comparison between the Commonwealth immigrant in Britain and the
American Negro. The Negro population of the United States, which was already in existence before the United
States became a nation, started literally as slaves and were later given the franchise and other rights of citizenship,
to the exercise of which they have only gradually and still incompletely come. The Commonwealth immigrant
came to Britain as a full citizen, to a country which knew no discrimination between one citizen and another, and
he entered instantly into the possession of the rights of every citizen, from the vote to free treatment under the
National Health Service. ...

But while, to the immigrant, entry to this country was admission to privileges and opportunities eagerly sought,
the impact upon the existing population was very different. For reasons which they could not comprehend, and in
pursuance of a decision by default, on which they were never consulted, they found themselves made strangers in
their own country.

They found their wives unable to obtain hospital beds in childbirth, their children unable to obtain school
places, their homes and neighbourhoods changed beyond recognition, their plans and prospects for the future
defeated; at work they found that employers hesitated to apply to the immigrant worker the standards of discipline
and competence required of the native-born worker; they began to hear, as time went by, more and more voices
which told them that they were now the unwanted. They now learn that a one-way privilege is to be established
by Act of Parliament; a law which cannot, and is not intended to, operate to protect them or redress their grievances
is to be enacted to give the stranger, the disgruntled and the agent provocateur the power to pillory them for their
private actions. ...

We are on the verge here of a change. Hitherto it has been force of circumstance and of background which has
rendered the very idea of integration inaccessible to the greater part of the immigrant population - that they never
conceived or intended such a thing, and that their numbers and physical concentration meant the pressures towards
integration which normally bear upon any small minority did not operate.

Now we are seeing the growth of positive forces acting against integration, of vested interests in the
preservation and sharpening of racial and religious differences, with a view to the exercise of actual domination,
first over fellow-immigrants and then over the rest of the population. The cloud no bigger than a man's hand, that
can so rapidly overcast the sky, has been visible recently in Wolverhampton and has shown signs of spreading
quickly. The words I am about to use, verbatim as they appeared in the local press on 17 February, are not mine,
but those of a Labour Member of Parliament who is a minister in the present government: 'The Sikh communities'
campaign to maintain customs inappropriate in Britain® is much to be regretted. Working in Britain, particularly
in the public services, they should be prepared to accept the terms and conditions of their employment. To claim
special communal rights (or should one say rites?) leads to a dangerous fragmentation within society. This
communalism is a canker; whether practised by one colour or another it is to be strongly condemned.' All credit
to John Stonehouse for having had the insight to perceive that, and the courage to say it.

For these dangerous and divisive elements the legislation proposed in the Race Relations Bill is the very
pabulum they need to flourish. Here is the means of showing that the immigrant communities can organise to
consolidate their members, to agitate and campaign against their fellow citizens, and to overawe and dominate the
rest with the legal weapons which the ignorant and the ill-informed have provided. As I look ahead, I am filled
with foreboding; like the Roman, I seem to see "the River Tiber foaming with much blood."

! Conservative Association = une section locale du Parti Conservateur.

2 powell refers to a legal case initiated by a Sikh bus driver in Wolverhampton in 1967, who claimed the right to keep his
turban on —a piece of clothing with religious significance for Sikh men—, against the dress code of the Wolverhampton city
bus company.



