
Winston Churchill’s Election Address at Usher Hall, Edinburgh,  
14th February 1950 

 
The prime minister, Mr. Attlee, has made it clear that his intention is to establish a Socialist State in 

this island at the earliest moment. He intends to create a society in which the state will control and own 
all the means of production, distribution and exchange. We have had one instalment of this during the 
last four and a half years, and now we are asked to vote whether we want to take a second plunge into 
this immense social and economic revolution. … 5 

This attempt to establish a Socialist State in Great Britain affects the relations of England and Scotland 
in a direct and serious manner. The principle of centralisation of government in Whitehall and 
Westminster is emphasised in a manner not hitherto experienced or contemplated in the Act of Union.  
The supervision, interference and control in the ordinary details of Scottish life and business by the 
Parliament at Westminster has not hitherto been foreseen, and I frankly admit that it raises new issues 10 
between our two nations.  

If England became an absolute Socialist State, owning all the means of production, distribution and 
exchange, ruled only by politicians and their officials in the London offices, I personally cannot feel 
that Scotland would be bound to accept such a dispensation. I do not therefore wonder that the question 
of Scottish home rule, and all this movement of Scottish nationalism has gained in strength with the 15 
growth of Socialist authority and ambitions in England. I would never adopt the view that Scotland 
should be forced into the serfdom of socialism as a result of a vote in the House of Commons. It is an 
alteration so fundamental in our way of life that it would require a searching review of our historical 
relations. 

But here I speak to the Scottish Nationalists in words, as diplomatic language puts it, of great truth 20 
and respect, and I say this position has not yet been reached. If we act together with our united strength 
it may never arise. I do not believe that the British nation or the English people will accept the Socialist 
State. There is a deep fund of common sense in the English race and they have all sorts of ways, as has 
been shown in the past, of resisting and limiting the imposition of state autocracy. It would be a great 
mistake for Scotsmen to suppose that Mr Attlee’s policy can effectively be imposed upon us at the 25 
present time. And here in this election, so momentous in its character and consequences, we all have 
the opportunity of inflicting a shattering defeat upon this menace to our individual liberties, and to the 
well understood, and hitherto widely-admired British way of life. I most strongly urge all Scotsmen to 
fight one battle at a time. We have every hope that the socialist schemes for netting us up and tying us 
down will be torn in pieces by the votes of the British people. We shall know more about it after 30 
February 23. It may indeed be a turning point in our island story. Scotsmen would make the wrong 
decision if they tried to separate their fortunes from ours at a moment when together we may lift them 
all to a higher plane of freedom and security. 

It would indeed be foolish to cast splitting votes or support splitting candidates, the result of which 
might be to bring about that evil Whitehall tyranny and centralization, when by one broad heave of the 35 
British national shoulders, the whole gimcrack structure of Socialist jargon and malice may be cast in 
splinters to the ground. 

… 
The Socialist centralization menace has however advanced so far as to entitle Scotland to further 

guarantees of national security and internal independence. These can be provided effectively by new 40 
additional representation at the centre and at the summit, which, if the Conservatives and Unionists are 
returned to power, will be accorded to Scotland, by a Unionist Cabinet. Besides strengthening the 
establishment of Under-Secretaries of State, we shall advise the creation of a new office of Minister of 
State for Scotland. He would be a minister of Cabinet rank and will be deputy to the Secretary of State. 
Such an appointment would enable a senior member of the Cabinet to be constantly in Scotland. 45 
Because of the large changes in economic and financial affairs which have come about in recent years, 
we shall appoint a Royal Commission to review the whole situation between Scotland and England, and 
we shall take good care that this does not become an instrument of delay upon practical action. 
 

Robert Rhodes James, ed., Winston S. Churchill: His Complete Speeches 1897-1963, vol. 8 1950-1963 50 
(Chelsea House Publishers, 1974), p. 7936-38. 
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Dual Identities, 1982

The striking feature of the table below is rhat they who are foremost in claiming their Britishness arethose whose link to Britain is the,most fragile - jnd the least accepred by the re-sr of ttre kinldom.

National identity in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland

Think of self as England Scorland Wales Nonhern Ireland

?c '/c

Protestan t
c/c

R. Catholic

V(

B ri tish
Scorrish
Welsh
E-^r:-LLll5il)il
Ulster
In sh
Other. mi.recl, don'r knorv

35
52

a

33 b/

ao
I
5

t5
2
I

57

I
I

51
8

r0 2

6
69
l0

100 r00 r00 100 100

Sortrces: For Scorlund anil Wales, dara supplied by survey directors fiom rheir respective nrachine readable Frles: J.A. Brandand W.l. Miller. Scorrish Elect.ion Sun,e;- 1979 (Clasgo*: Universiry.of Srrathclyde); and Denis Baisonr and p.J. lvlacJewick,welsh Elecrion Suruet' 1979 (AberysrwyrÉ: Univcisity àf tvales). ForNonhern lreland, see E. Moxon_Brou,ne,,,Norrhern lrclandAttitude Survev: an Inirial Repon" (Èelfasr: queen's Universiry, duplicared, 1979), p.9. For England, dara suppliecl b1, theCallup Poli. London.

i,;iiil} ,âr"a:E' 
IJndersranding rhe lJnited Kingdom, London: Longman, 1982 (quoted in Les cahiers rrEncrages. vol. l, no I
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Census results At a glance National identity

The 2011 census asked people what country or countries they felt an aEliation to.

National identity is not tied to ethnicity or country of birth. A foreign citizen living in
Scotland is free to choose 'Scottish' as their national identity.

Scottish identity 82.7% of people said they had some Scottish national identity.

That's 4.4 million people.

Scottish national identity was most common in:

Around 90% of people in each of these areas said they had some Scottish national
identity.

70.5% of City of Edinburgh residents claimed some Scottish national identity. This
was the lowest in Scotland.

Scottish identity only

62.4% of Scotland's population said they were ‘Scottish only’.

3.3 million people had Scottish identity only. This was most common in 10 to 14 year
olds, at 71.5%.

It was least common among 30 to 34 year olds, at 56.7%.

18.3% of the population said their national identity was ‘Scottish and British
identities only’.

Ethnic groups

28.2% of people in minority ethnic groups said they had some Scottish identity.

This could be either Scottish only, or in combination with another identity.

59.9% of people from a mixed ethnic background had some Scottish identity, along
with 50.0% of people from the Pakistani ethnic group.

Scottish identity was least common in African ethnic groups, at 21.2%.

North Lanarkshire

Inverclyde

East Ayrshire

West Dunbartonshire

British identities 8.4% of the population said they had ‘British identity only’.

443,000 people said they were British only. This was most common in the 50 to 54
age group, at 9.7%.

2.3% of the population had 'English identity only'.

No UK identity 4.4% of people said they had no UK identity.

234,000 people said they had 'other identity only'. This was most common among
young adults aged 20 to 34.

Explore Scotland's Census

There's more to discover about the many different national identities of Scotland's
population. The data from Scotland's Census is easy to use and free for everyone.

Area overviews

View and compare simple census results for postcodes, towns, council areas, or all
of Scotland.

Search the data

Get detailed data tables for a wide range of topics and geographies with our data
searching tool.

Analytical reports

Read detailed reports that make use of census data to explore various topics.

Give feedback about this page

2022 results 2011 results Case studies News, events and blog About the census

This is a new service. Your feedback will help us to improve it. Dark mode



John Curtice, ‘How Firm are the Foundations? Public Attitudes to the Union in 2007’, T.M. Devine, Scotland and the Union 1707-2007 
(Edinburght University Press, 2008, 214 & 216.



Devolution: A beginner's guide 
 
Since 1999, the way the United Kingdom is run has been 
transformed by devolution - a process designed to 
decentralise government and give more powers to the three 
nations which, together with England, make up the UK. 
 
The United Kingdom is made up of England, Wales, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. 
Devolution essentially means the transfer of powers from the UK 
parliament in London to assemblies in Cardiff and Belfast, and the 
Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh. 
 
When did it begin? 
Public votes were held in 1997 in Scotland and Wales, and a year 
later in both parts of Ireland. 
This resulted in the creation of the Scottish Parliament, the 
National Assembly for Wales and the Northern Ireland Assembly. 
Devolution applied in different ways in each nation due to historical 
and administrative differences. 
What powers are devolved? 
The table below gives an overview of the main powers given to the 
Northern Irish and Welsh assemblies, and the Scottish Parliament. 
 
MAJOR DEVOLVED POWERS 
SCOTLAND WALES N. IRELAND 
Agriculture, forestry 
& fishing 

Agriculture, forestry 
& fishing Agriculture 

Education Education Education 
Environment Environment Environment 

Health Health & social 
welfare Health 

Housing Housing Enterprise, trade & 
investment 

Justice, policing & 
courts* Local government Social services 

Local government Fire & rescue services Justice & policing 
Fire service Highways & transport  
Economic 
development 

Economic 
development  

Some transport   
*Scotland has always had its own legal system 



 
What powers are not devolved? 
The UK government is responsible for national policy on all powers 
which have not been devolved. 
These are known usually as "reserved powers" and include foreign 
affairs, defence, international relations and economic policy. 
This table gives an overview of the main non-devolved powers. 
 
MAJOR NON-DEVOLVED POWERS 
SCOTLAND WALES N. IRELAND 

Constitution Defence & national 
security 

Defence & national 
security 

Defence & national 
security Economic policy Foreign policy 

Foreign policy Foreign policy Nationality 
Energy Energy Energy** 
Immigration & 
nationality 

Immigration & 
nationality  

Trade & industry [see footnote +]  
Some transport   
Social security   
** - specified as "nuclear energy & installations" 
+ - Non-devolved powers in Wales are by implication all those not set out in the 
2006 Government of Wales Act 
 
 
The Westminster Parliament is technically still able to pass laws for 
any part of the UK, but in practice only deals with devolved 
matters with the agreement of the devolved governments. 
 

 
BBC News Website, http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/politics/election_2010/first_time_voter/8589835.stm 









DEVOLUTION IN SCOTLAND: THE t991 RBFERENDUM

A uictory for
all of us
HÂËELY r:§r a caticn's *ill Lrave h'eeu more set

tled. \ÿith tc'o t&urnping majcrities, which sur-
fiassc* tire hopes *f eves the :rïcst opti-æ.isfic
*ampa.igae rr, the §cots shosed th*y are the pe.opleg §'b{} iike to *:y y*s. They rrraated a psslia.:aenq tüey
sanred it to pay its *ay, snd aolv tàey have Sïrâ_tedtàeir arxn &,ish. A rens+ of pride has treen stired,
ræprrrrrd by the §cctsman newspaperis triuu*ptra.ct
hea*lint: "Â *atioa again,' But there is mrrch to

t , celebmte acrrlss the rurion * not all of it otrrtorrs.
For one thing, a politi*.al tr*ism h.ac b*ea' trro-

kea. The 63.5 per c*nt of §eots *ùc veted f*r ihek
aew parliament ts hrlve tax,warliag p+rrerr desed
tâe r'-rle whicâ sfates aû eiectsrâæ wili ever Fe*ly

i ÿ elroose {r: sbell {'rut ær:}re af its hÂrd-ryea eâf,ning§
t* th* pxbiic roffers. Their de*ision *uffests f:âi
wheq vùter:i can picture lheir æoney being spent
clo*er ro home, by peopi* they ch*ose, rhey ca:rüjnk the unrhinkable * eÿer votiqg for whai

2 J arig.bt hr higher t*xes.
Thr: nrore rlireet consequence of tàe doutrle }'es

yrrtâ is â surge in morresirun fcrr the Governm*:rt's
§rost rârIcâl idea: the spread"ilg out of power. As
Tr:ny lllair said on bis rietory tour last *.eeh "tbe/ § era ai big *r*tr*alised governsrent' ig orer. Tbe
torr:h r*w Irfisses to Wales, *hjch ràis week wilt
hayg lJrs chanc* kr get ô more des:ocratir- Xgip on
ti:e lray it is governed. The Yes r*r::paign thcre has
argaed that \I'ales ml13t flût det ieft behind, trecr:m-

3 J ing the *nIy part r:f the UI{ *rill ruJed by l"ondoa
di"li3at" ;1fter *re Scottish resrrlt, tj:at argument has
even Ëreater fsrce.

TLe- 4**À-a- LÀ's.etk a'l*l:*

Stil1, drere is raus* fr":r {;rulilt!l- ihe sh*ei scait
r:rf the }?s m*joriric:; .* rÿifi §û F*:: c*ftt in i{rrnli
rfisu1cæ * iras lud rc quir:l fe*rs ihat a §rie +f J ;
natisrnalisüe teelinË har hetn ur:ie:rsherl that rnr:-e
ileyoludon alons cann§! :ausir'. ]ï:s iear+* I;"t-rciur
with e chalienge. Thty heve g1 pr':','e lirat their r:a"rn-
pæigrr rhetcrii ;.ii:cut strerrgth*;rlng *:e ir::irin wag
sincere. In shorç the-v", nru*t make ckv*lutiçn *ork. 'fc'fit]rer*'ise §c*tr:sh Sarii'raaiist Partr and
Üonservative * warlings ef "instability,'" *ith eirti-
less 1-cnci*n-Edinburgh rôws at)*ui budget-r and
;uris<lictiorr, x'ill tr* r'indirateri a"r;*l ihe demand i'+r
F*Il'hlown separati*n enh*r:terl. 'r5

Labour h:rs tr: be minriful, iôo, of Tjir"' seüsiri1"i-
ries tl{ English pu}:lic *pi-n!*n. A §i:ottish p*rlia-
rr:ent will clear the air fcr t*uch1' qursdûx§ *:3r
rvere buried during rhe di:radcg cf rentral conirr:l.
llIany Eag"!.ish !'ûters rÀriü raiss nr:i lust the ll'est i-)
tr.r:thian question * *'hy should Scots have a ssy
û1r'ei us when :l's c,a*not har* B §;ly .fver them *
Lrut also prickly È]{t1eni trf suhsidies anrl hand.
sstg. 1ÿhâteÿer tbe r*ai n*'r':r!:er:s, pie;:iy- of Eng!.ish
men and ?.o!Bcn l6agrne they pay Écr':ti*ad'* biits, i.>-
They *-ilJ be i*s-e q/itlirg t{, dr: that acr:;. Thar might
tralsl,ats irlla a demaad for mcre rie*en*tlisa$c;r
i.a §ngland: perhaps regionai *ssrrni:iies *r ar:
Eaglish pariiamenL But il coujd aiso ktflame a
more brutal Errslish nati*saüsm, (, t
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THE STATE OF SCOTTAND

A nation once again?

TDINBLRCH

The elections to the new Scottish Parliament on May 6th are the culmination
of a quiet revolution

ISK people in Edinburgh where the Royal
-{a,Museum is. and you are liable to get
puzzled looks. To get directions to whât the
banners outside the building say is the Royal
Museum, it is better to ask for the National
Museum of Scotland-because that is what
it really is, and is how most Edinburgh citi-
zens think of it.

For Edinburgh is a capital city, with na-
tional galleries ofart, the headquarters ofbig
banks and the Scottish legal system, a shiny
new financial district, and a main street-
Princes Street-providing a balcony view
across a green valley park to a venerable cas-
tle. All in all, this is a city which stands com-
parison with most other European capitals.
And it is soon to be adorned by a new and
powerful symbol of nationhood-a Scottish
Parliament.

Itis notjust the Parliament's law-making
and tax-raising powers which suggest that it
represents a signiÊcant step in the reinven-

1 tion of a nation. but also the way in which
I the Parliament will Êt snugly into Sconish
lhistory and culture. It will be temporariiy
t

housed in the assembly hall of the Church of
Scotland,just across the road from the hall in
which the last Scottish Parliament volunta-
rily voted itselfout ofexistence in r 7o7.

And when the Parliament eventually
moves into its permanent home, it will go to
a site opposite Holyrood Palace-the ancient
seat of Scottish monarchs-but in an adven-
turously modern buildingdesigned by Enric
Miralles, an architect from Barcelona. The
choice of a Catalan architect symbolises the
growing Scottish desire to muscle on to the
European stage, as Catalonia has done as a
powerlul region within Spain, and maybe
eventually even further into the spotlight as
a European nation like, say, Ireland.

If this is indeed the rebirth oÊa nation. it
is coming about in thè most extraordinary
way. Save for some odd, and hapless, indi-
viduals, there have been no underground
armies or even platoons of separatisr terror-
ists; no campaigns of civil disobedience
aimed at unseating governments; not even
any mass demonstrations by a fed-up pop-
ulace, apart from one rather genteel, well-

behaved affair seven yeârs ago.
This has been perhaps the first

else do you describe.
that has

commlt-

ed Ciechoslovakia-falls short of
full nationhood for Scotland. Parliament at
Westminster, to which Scots willcontinue to
elect l,rrs, will control defence and foreign
affairs, macroeconomic policy, taxation and
social security. The Scottish Parliament,
however, will be able to make laws over
health services, education,, local govern-
ment, housing, criminal and civil justice,
and economic development. It also has lim:-
ited tax powers: the ability to raise orlffiê7
ffi?âieïCome tax by no more than 3p.
and it can levy charges, such as road tolls.

A civic nationalism
There are reasons for
state.

ve
ls

8o,ooo the 5.rm inhabitants of Scotland.
Religion plays no discernible part; while the
Roman Catholic minority used to fear inde-
pendence as being liable to result in a Protes-
tant hegemony, a recent mo«r poll for the
SundayHeral.d found that a higher propor-
tion of Catholics (39%) supported independ-,
ence than did Protestants (32%).

Balkan na-

ve
of anti-English beha-

vlour -sad stories of English families driven
out of their homes, usually in small villages
rather than in big cities-the Scottish Na-
tional Party (sNr), which is often accused of
fomentins anti-English hatred, frowns on
such behaviour and expels any member
who engages in it.

Alex Salmond, the sxr leader, who last
wore a kilt when he was four years old, says
that his party's nationalism is enrirely civic

$rel nation." There are no campaigns to oust

-

ïhe cllrec-[ors of the narional galleries and
museum, both rnglishmen, and while the
fervour of the "tartan army", the followers
of the national football team, is renowned,
the team itself often sports players whose
English accents are more noticeable than
their Scottish ancestry.
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I
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x
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THE STATE OF SCOTTAND
Thus in Scotland today there are none of the
conditions which

does national-

endum. Scotland's political and civic leaders
(apart from the defeated Tories and a few
businessmen) were pretty much unired in
therr determination to have a Scottish par_
liament to handle domestic affairs.Votàrs
were happy to follow their lead.

Hopins for Enlightenment
The creation of a Scottish parliament should
drssrpate Scottish discontents. at least for the
foreseeable future. But it is also prop.ifi"!
British politics into a new and unfâmifiar del

ever since. Now. its 3.65o bureaucrats man_
age a. budger of ¤r+ billion 1gzz.5 billion,l and
another ro.ogr civil servants in other apen_
ciessuch asthescottish prison Service. "

_This administrative devolution might
well have continued working hrppily h;iiinot been_for significant sociài anà d"li;;;ichange. First. the sNp. which haà cam_pargned quite ineffectively since it wasfounded in r928, became a,igninÀrpoiiti_
cal force when it latched on t"o tf,. àir.iu.iyofNonh Sea oil in the r 96os to argue that an
rndependent Scotland could escaie from the
economic decline caused by theiollapse ofÏraditional heavy industry.
. Second, the Tories stèadily lost support
in Scotland, going down from irz ôf thà i,ote
anq 22 Mps tn 19Zg to rg% and no ,nps inr997-and yet ran Scotland throughout rhat
period. courtesy_of their maioritÿ at wesil
mrnster. Gradually. this became seen as anaftront to Scortish sensibiliries. so much so
that by the time of the r997 deuotrtion ,.f.._

outside London. The new confidence in
Edinburgh, which is experiencing un ..olnomic boom and basking in the iredia at_
tention of the election campaign, is self_evi_
dent. The swelling number ôf rËr,rràn,*r.
busy mosr nights even in the depths of,win_
ter, and chic fashion shops are opening in
George Street. tempting ciiizens away lôm
tr-adirional navy and gaberdine Éarbs.

*r# rt're challenges of runninà a counrrv
may aiso srimtriare Scottish inrèliectual lifË.
Many Scors londlydream of a new..Scottish
Lnlrghrenment". like the one thecounrry en_joyed in the rsth century *h.n Scoitisii

companies srew out of Tory-inspired priva-
tisations.

But the politicians in the Scottish parlia_
ment will first have more mundane matters
rhan Enlightenmenr ro deal with. ai,n*eÀ
th.e Scotrish economy has improved mari_
edly -and Scotland has speni much oF the
past decade closing the wéalth gap with the
rest of Britain-the gap betweËn rich and
poor parrs olthe counrry has also increased.
The economic map of Scotland, savs leremv
Peat. chief economist at rhe Royal riant oî
Scotland, is severely lop-sided *ih th" puri.
around the eastern cities of EdinburgË and
Aberdeen being_6o% richer than the §ooieslparts-west and central Scotland, the Bor-
ders and the Highlands and tslands. H.iry,
that 20 years ago rhe figure was oniv rg%.

These disparities are provoking politicai
tensrons. Glasgow. which is reeling at the
prospect of losins one of its few reàaining
shipyards, Kvaerner Govan, and r,Soojobs] "is clamouring for departments of govern-
ment to be shifted wesr lrom Edinbïrgh; apolirical parrv devored only to the liigt-r_
lands and lslands is contesting the electiois;
and politicians in the Borderi are agitatin;
for aid to deal with recent blows to ti"," t.rl

TIE FCONONITSl M^Y lST lggg
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The Scottish effect

tlLO definitions, three months ro Jan 1999 iyear

Unemployment,
Scotland Britain

spending per head, fr
l\,4ale life expecta

endlng Mar 1997

1 997 {igures

4 826
726

GDP per head, f
Population, m

38

with the
are hard to
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blame a distant §overnment in
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new corporate
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tiles and electronics industries.
There are plenty of social problems too.

Graham Leicester, director of the Scottish
Council Foundation, a think-tank, says that

>4:*rulXiîffitf;.lf lt?ï:fi ',,":'Ji'.:
growing up in households where welfare
payments are the main source of income.

\/r Despite the fact thar the government spendsÉà 26% more on health per head in Scotland
than in England, parts of the country still
have a dreadful health record. Average life
expectancy in Bearsden, an affluent Glas-
gow suburb, is about eight years longer than
in nearby Drumchapel, a district of munici-
pal housing and high unemployment.

Tackling these matters will force Scottish
politicians to admit that their traditional so-
lution to such problems- squeezins more
taxpayers' cash from the Treasury in Lon-
don-is not the answer. It will also mean
swallowing a bit of national pride and ad-
mitting that some prized assets, such as the
widely-admired Scottish education system,
are not as §ood as many Scots like to think.
Lindsay Paterson, professor of educational
policy at Edinbursh University, says that
while Scotland is at the top of the European
league for numbers of young people with de-
§rees and other higher qualifications, it is to-

THE STATE OF SCOTTAND

unlikely, at least in the medium term. And in
the meantime, both parliaments and the
British taxpayer ought to benefit from grea-
ter policy experimentation and variety of ex-
perience. The introduction, for example, of a
General Teaching Council to regulate the
English teachins profession follows the ex-
perience of a similar long-established and
Scottish body which has helped to raise
standards in teacher training. More such
learning and borrowing ought to be possible.

Indeed, while some feared that the new-
ly elected parliament in Edinburgh would
spend its time arluing for yet more power to
be passed from Westminster, so far at least
such arguments have been absent from the
election campaign. Even the srur, much at-
tacked by opponents as separatists, have
concentrated on domestic policy issues. The
dawn of complete Scottish independence,
far from having been broughr closer, seems
to be as far away as ever. The sNp remain iso-
lated advocates of it, and until Scotland's
powerful civic institutions see something
better in independence than they currently
get from the union with England, they are
unlikely to be lured into the Nationalist fold.

Instead, what seems to be arising is a dif-
ferent Scotland, and a different Britain. Bri-
tain's centralised political culture will be
changed, probably irreversibly. It will be re-
placed by a more diverse sort of politics, in
which different resional and national iden-
tities will be given new encouragement and
expression. They may even co-operate, rath-
er than clash.
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the league for second- .dpof maths and sciencq*rd I t is often predicted that this new politi-

Facts like these have tended to be ignored as

wards the bottom of
ary school teaching

passed to \{estminster,

Adam Smith enlightens the Scots

I HE ECONOMTST MAY IST lggg

,,cal world will cause problems in England.
llAfter all, Scottish ups will conrinue ro vote
llon English domestic affairs while English
l[r"res will have no comparable say in Scoitish

Scots have taken solace in the knowledge
that at least their education system is gener-
ally better than England's. This comfort
blanket should now be removed as the Scots affairs.Justas the Scotsthroughout the rgBos
gain control of their domestic affairs and as lamented being governed by English politic-
responsibility for failings will notbesoeasily ians they had not elected, so the English-in

time-may resent the Scottish say over thpir
affairs. But this anomaly, the so-called

1"{esllothiaqquçstioq', may cause less ir-
ffirrworeasons.

First, Tony Blair's government would
still have a thumpins majority even if there
were no Scottish or even Welsh rrrs at West-
minSter. True, the time may come when En-
gland votes for a Tory sovernment but does
not get it because ofscottish Labour lr.ps. But
then, second. it is not true that Scottish and

a

,, Because of rhe way the Treasury's block
ll grant ro rhe Scotrish Parliament is deter-
llmined. when Westminsrer Mps vote on
| | changes to the English health and education
I lbudgets. they will also be determining
I lchanges to the Sconish budget.' rhat gives English ,rü rry in Scottish

business, and Scotqft nrps an aiute interest
in English matterÿIndeed this intertwining
may eventually clluse a political headache if,
say, the British government decides it wants
to switch from the present tax-financed
health service to one more dependent on
revenue from private health insurance, but
the Scottish Parliament stubbornly refuses
to contemplate such a move.

However, such a policy change seems

A done deal?
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will easily win the most seats-but will
fall just short of an overall majority. That
may lead to another innovation in British
politics; a coalition between Labour and
the Liberal Democrats.

At present both Oonald Dewar, La-
bour's leader in Scotland, and Jim Wal-
lace, the leader of the Scottish Liberal
Democrats, insist that they are keeping
their options open. Labour could form a
minority government; the Lib Dems
might do a deal with the sNp.

But careful readers of ajust-published
biography ofPeter Mandelson, one ofTo-
ny Blair's closest advisers, may conclude
that a coalition deal has already been
done. The book's author, Donald Macin-
tyre, says that a five-a-side meeting in
early ry96 between senior Labourites, in-
cludin§ Messrs Mandelson, Blair and De-
war, and senior Lib Dems, led by their
leader, Paddy Ashdown, discussed the

prospect of a Scottish coalition. Mr Ma-
cintyre says that among other things, the
two sides a§reed that they would work to-
wards a Lib-Lab coalition if Labour did
not have an overall majority, or had an
unworkably small one.

When quizzed about this by The
Economist, Mr Dewar neither confirmed
nor denied that the meeting took place,
but insisted that he has no deal with the
Lib Dems. Mr Wallace of the Lib Dems
says the same thing-but he is already
making his coalition negoriating stance
known. He says, for example, that he may
drop his opposition to Labour's policy of
charging students tuition fees.

A Lib-Labcoalition in Scotland would
be a handy pilot project for Mr Blair,
whose "project" is often said to revolve
around the idea offusing Labour and the
Lib Dems into an unbeatable centre-left
force. Having a working model in La-
bour's Scottish heartlands would help
him sell the plan to his party.
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Tony Blair: Speech to the Scottish Parliament 
9 March 2000 

 
 

Some believe the programme of decentralisation and devolution is wrong. I disagree 
profoundly. You do not judge these changes in days or months, or even a short space of 
years. You judge them in the broad sweep of history. There is an historical movement 
away from centralised government. As democracy matures, so does the desire of the 
electorate for decisions to be taken closer to them. So does the desire for diversity. When 5 
people point to differences in devolved policy and ask me, "isn't this a problem?", my 
response is that it is devolution. Not an accident. But the intention.  

Other people mistakenly say it represents the end of Britain. The truth is quite the 
opposite. Our identity as Britain is a matter of our values and our interests. It is not 
about fossilizing institutions and refusing to change them.  10 

Indeed it would be failure to modernise that would lead to the end of Britain. That is 
why this Government is bringing our constitution up to date. To make sure that it does 
give effect to our continuing values in fast changing circumstances.  

Britain's values and interests are enduring. They have grown up from our history and 
our shared experience. They reflect the shared experience of countries coning together in 15 
common interest to form a diverse but strong union. These values are deep rooted and 
powerful. They bind together Scotland and the rest of Britain. They are expressed in the 
partnership which we are forging today between the Scottish Parliament and the United 
Kingdom Parliament.  

[...]  20 
That is why I stand before you today, deeply conscious of the historical significance of 

this occasion. Our country is changing. The institutions of the l9th Century will not serve 
us in the 21st.  

Ours is a union that is evolving. We see it in our relations with Europe. We see it in 
the creation of a Welsh Assembly. We see it in the popular will yearning for devolved 25 
government in Northern Ireland. We see it in the strengthening of local identity in the 
regions of England. And perhaps most of all, we see and feel it here in this Scottish 
Parliament.  

When they locked the doors of the old Scottish Parliament nearly three hundred years 
ago, they said it was "the end of an auld sang". I am here to celebrate with you the 30 
beginning of a new one, and of a new era of partnership within the United Kingdom. 
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