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A week or two ago I fell into conversation with a constituent, a middle-aged, quite ordinary working 
man employed in one of our nationalized industries. After a sentence or two about the weather, he 
suddenly said: 'If I had the money to go, I wouldn't stay in this country.' I made some deprecatory reply, 
to the effect that even this Government wouldn't last for ever; but he took no notice, and continued: 'I 
have three children, all of them have been through grammar school and two of them married now, with 5 
family. I shan't be satisfied till I have seen them settled overseas. In this country in fifteen or twenty 
years' time the black man will have the whip hand over the white man.'  

I can already hear the chorus of execration. How dare I say such a horrible thing? How dare I stir up 
trouble and inflame feelings by repeating such a conversation? The answer is that I do not have the right 
not to do so. Here is a decent, ordinary fellow Englishman, who in broad daylight in my own town says 10 
to me, his Member of Parliament, that this country will not be worth living in for his children. I simply 
do not have the right to shrug my shoulders and think about something else. What he is saying, thousands 
and hundreds of thousands are saying and thinking - not throughout Great Britain, perhaps, but in the 
areas that are already undergoing the total transformation to which there is no parallel in a thousand 
years of English history.  15 

In fifteen or twenty years, on present trends, there will be in this country 3 1/2 million 
Commonwealth immigrants and their descendants. That is not my figure. That is the official figure given 
to Parliament by the spokesman of the Registrar General's office. There is no comparable official figure 
for the year 2000, but it must be in the region of 5-7 million, approximately one-tenth of the whole 
population, and approaching that of Greater London. Of course, it will not be evenly distributed from 20 
Margate to Aberystwyth and from Penzance to Aberdeen. Whole areas, towns and parts of towns across 
England will be occupied by different sections of the immigrant and immigrant-descended population.  

As time goes on, the proportion of this total who are immigrant descendants, those born in England, 
who arrived here by exactly the same route as the rest of us, will rapidly increase. Already by 1985 the 
native-born would constitute the majority. It is this fact above all which creates the extreme urgency of 25 
action now, of just that kind of action which is hardest for politicians to take, action where the difficulties 
lie in the present but the evils to be prevented or minimized lie several parliaments ahead.  

It almost passes belief that at this moment twenty or thirty additional immigrant children are arriving 
from overseas in Wolverhampton alone every week - and that means fifteen or twenty additional families 
of a decade or two hence. Those whom the gods wish to destroy, they first make mad. We must be mad, 30 
literally mad, as a nation to be permitting the annual inflow of some 50,000 dependents, who are for the 
most part the material of the future growth of the immigrant-descended population. It is like watching a 
nation busily engaged in heaping up its own funeral pyre. So insane are we that we actually permit 
unmarried persons to immigrate for the purpose of founding a family with spouses and fiancées whom 
they have never seen.  35 

[…]In these circumstances nothing will suffice but that the total inflow for settlement should be 
reduced at once to negligible proportions, and that the necessary legislative and administrative measures 
be taken without delay. I stress the words 'for settlement'.  

This has nothing to do with the entry of Commonwealth citizens, any more than of aliens, into this 
country, for the purposes of study or of improving their qualifications, like (for instance) the 40 
Commonwealth doctors who, to the advantage of their own countries, have enabled our hospital service 
to be expanded faster than would otherwise have been possible. These are not, and never have been, 
immigrant.   
 
 
QUESTIONS 

1. What does the image of the Black man having the whip hand over the White man suggest about the nature of 
anti-immigration feelings in the British working class? 
 

2. Explain what Powell’s criticism of current immigration policy consist in. 
 

3. To what extent is Powell’s view of Commonwealth citizens racist? 


