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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

English level
Classes at the DEPA are taught at B2 level. Work submitted that does not meet this language
level will not receive a passing grade. All students should obtain a copy of the following
English workbook (available in the library, online, or in bookshops), which should be studied
throughout the year: Sylvie Persec, Grammaire raisonnée de l'anglais 1 (B1-B2 level).

Absences
Students are obliged to attend every session in its entirety. Late arrivals may not be allowed
entry to the class. There are no absences justifiées at the DEPA. Missed exams can only be re-
sat at the rattrapage sessions in June.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism at university level is a serious offence. The rule at the UFR Langues et Cultures
Etrangeres is as follows: “Par décision du Conseil d’UFR, toute fraude et/ou plagiat constatés
par un.e enseignant.e entrainera la saisie de la mention « Défaillant » (« DEF ») a I’EC
correspondant sur le relevé de notes, empéchant le calcul de la moyenne et la délivrance du
diplome. Le jury de diplome sera saisi pour chaque session d’examens. En dernier lieu, le jury
pourra décider de transmettre le dossier concernant la fraude et/ou le plagiat a la section
disciplinaire de I’université Paris 8 Vincennes-Saint-Denis.”

Course Website

A website complements this course: www.bethmont.net — click on “18"-Century Britain™ in
the main menu. The password for protected pages for this course is hogarth



http://www.bethmont.net/

EXAMS AND ASSIGNMENTS

This class is based on continuous assessment. You will have to sit for three exams in the course
of the semester. Missed exams cannot be compensated by other work during the semester.
Students who miss an exam will have a chance to take the re-sit exam in June.

Exam 1: Quizz (20% of your final mark)

A mix of multiple-choice questions and open questions will check not only factual historical
knowledge but also your understanding of the logic of the historical processes studied in class.

Exam 2: Analysis of a historical document (30% of your final mark)
For your second evaluation, you will be given a historical document not studied in class,
together with a few questions on this document. The questions will prompt you to explain the

logic of one or several of the author’s arguments, possible allusions to the historical context
or/and what the author attempted to effect in his or her historical context.

Exam 3: Analysis of a historical document (40% of your final mark)

Same principle as exam 2.

Assignment throughout the semester: Online Annotation of
Historical Documents (10% of your final mark)

You will do this at home several times in the semester, using the online annotation tool
Hypothes.is (see below).



Part 1
METHODOLOGY



Advice to pass your exams

Quiz

To pass the quiz, you must revise regularly. Between two sessions in class, read the notes you
have taken and make a note of anything you do not understand. Make sure you ask your tutor

for some more explanation at the next session. Learning by heart is not enough. You must aim
to understand the logic of historical processes. It is this understanding that the quiz evaluates.

Analysis of a historical document
Your mark will reflect acquired proficiency in several areas:

- Understanding both the literal meaning of British historical documents and the deeper
meaning their authors aimed to convey.

- Understanding how the message conveyed by the author relates to the historical
processes studied in class.

- Your ability to write in good English and in a style that is both concise and clear.

Understanding historical documents is something that you must learn by practising at
home. In class, some of the documents of the brochure will be mentioned and/or studied. It is
essential that you should take the time to read them afterwards at home, so that you get
acquainted with English historical prose. Eighteenth-century prose has a different feel from
modern English texts. Your success at the exams will therefore in part depend on how
familiar you have made yourself with that prose. Observing the main differences (in syntax,
especially) between 21%-century and 18"-century English and asking questions about
grammatical oddities in class about the documents you read at home will prepare you to read
a historical document on your own on the day of the exam.

Online collaborative annotations of historical documents

Several times in the semester, you will be asked to study a document at home which will be
discussed the week after in class. The aim will be to go beyond mere literal understanding of
the prose and start to get a deeper understanding of the meaning of the text.

The documents for class discussions will be available in the brochure and online. You will be
asked to annotate them using the online collaborative annotation tool Hypothes.is (see my
website http://www.bethmont.net/the-long-18th-century/ for a tutorial on how to get started
with Hypothes.is). Annotations are the opportunity for you to react to the text in a personal way,
to see how others in the group react and possible to react to other students’ annotations. Take
advantage of the annotation tool to ask questions about what you do not understand. The
discussion in class will follow up from students’ online annotations.

Please note that Hypothesis does not work well with tablets (or smartphones, but even if
it did their screens are too small to allow serious work). You will need access to a computer.


http://www.bethmont.net/the-long-18th-century/

If this is a major problem for you, please contact your tutor at remy.bethmont@univ-paris8.fr
as soon as possible, so that a solution may be found.

Quoting texts: some guidelines

- When you analyse a historical document, you will have to quote bits of it.

- Quotes can be indirect, for example: The signatories claim at the beginning of the
text that certain truths were self-evident. Or you can use a direct quote, for
example: At the beginning of the text, the signatories claim that “we hold these
truths to be self-evident”.

- A direct quote should be between quotation marks: “like this”

- The quote should always function legically in the sentence, for instance:

ccﬁ” hen-are—c 55155‘ ¥ E]”.x

The signatories of the declaration vindicated
equality, stating that “all men are created equal”. v

- The best quoting practice is to avoid long quote. A few words inserted into your
own sentences is the best way of quoting.

- You should always make clear where the quotation comes from: did the author
say it? Was it someone else referenced in the text?

- If possible, provide information about where your reference or quote is located in
the text by mentioning the line number. If your quote is taken from the 5 line in
the text, for example, then write the following:

The signatories of the declaration vindicated equality,
stating that “all men are created equal” (5). v

- Try the following useful terms: according to (X); (X) claims; (X) suggests; (X)
writes; (X) asserts, (X) seems to think; (X) continues; (X) begins, (X) concludes.


mailto:remy.bethmont@univ-paris8.fr

What to do to write in better English?!

Proof-read (relisez) vour exam papers!

In almost every paper, students lose points from lazy grammar and syntax
mistakes, many of which can be easily avoided. Most students know that verbs
in the present simple in the third person singular ends with an -s, or that plural
nouns also end with an -s. However, for lack of attentive proof-reading, these
kinds of mistakes occur very frequently.

After writing each sentence, read it again and ask yourself what the subject,
verb, and object of the sentence is. Is it clear who or what you are referring to
at all times in the sentence? If not, you should probably transform it into two
shorter sentences.

Check your paragraphs. Does each of them have a topic, logically follow from
the previous paragraph and logically lead to the next?

Does each of your paragraphs have one idea and one idea only? If not, maybe
some of that information should be in a different paragraph.

Each time you complete a sentence, check: does your sentence have a clear
subject, object, and verb? Is it clear who or what you are referring to? Here'’s
an example from one of your papers:

o ffioult for .

X

This law was very difficult for the poor.

v

Use the past tense (please!)

In our history classes, we are usually discussing the past. Thus, we should
almost always use the simple past tense (He went, she ate, they found etc.).
Beware of the present perfect tense (he has gone, she has eaten, they have
found). This tense informs us that the action has consequences in the present.
Beware also the “historic present”, which is used a lot in French, but not in
written English. Consider these examples from one of your papers:

! Authored by Tim Mclnerney for the L1 brochure.




Because this student is using the present perfect tense, the reader will understand that
Jack the Ripper is still alive and may kill again (!).

Jack the Ripper killed many people in London. /

Victoria became queen in 1837. /

Women gained the vote in 1918. /

Using the simple past communicates that this action is firmly in the past.

The W questions: being clear about WHO/WHAT vou are talking about

Describing people as “them” or “him” or “her” or things as “this” or “that” only makes
sense when it is clear what exactly you are referring to. Remember, English has no masculine
or feminine nouns so it can be very easy to lose track of what exactly a pronoun represents,
unless you are very clear about it.

Bonus advice: Beware of Franglais

Often, terms directly translated from French do not make sense in English. Here are some
common examples:

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

In-afirst time-/na-second-time - Firstly, secondly,

At last (en anglais, “at last” veut dire “enfin, aprés une longue attente”) = Finally
H-permitsto = This would allow the author to; This would make it possible for the
killer to; This demonstrates that

A-very-impertant population 2 a very big population

Actually & Currently (“actually” means “en fait”)

Note: many of the common phrases used in French compositions do not translate well to
English. Here are some examples.

—We-canthink

— We-eanask




This is French syntax and can be very confusing in English. In English, sentiments like this
are usually expressed through the passive voice:
e.g.

- It can be noticed that

- It could be asked whether

- It might be wondered whether
- It could be understood that

- It might be accepted that

v

e Note: Roman numerals are never used for dates or centuries in English:
le.g. The XIX century > the 19" Century / The nineteenth century]

Using my website

My website www.bethmont.net complements what we do in class. The historical documents
to annotate will be posted on the page of the course. Click on “18"-Century Britain” in the
main menu.

I recommend that you subscribe to the “18"-century Britain” category (type in your email
address under “Subscribe” in the side menu, click on the arrow left of “Categories” and select
“18™-century Britain”). If you are subscribed, you will get an email notification whenever
something is added to the web section of the course and will not risk missing anything.

Some webpages are protected by a password. If you are asked for a password, please enter:
hogarth


http://www.bethmont.net/

Part 2
HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS
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Declaration of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal,
December 11, 1688

King James II and VII having left London with the intention of withdrawing to France, the following peers who
were present in and about the Cities of London and Westminster assembled at Guildhall and made this
declaration: Dr. William Sancroft, Archbishop of Canterbury ; Dr. Thomas Lamplugh, Archbishop of York ;
Thomas Herbert, Earl of Pembroke and Montgomery ; Charles Sackville, Earl of Dorset ; John Sheffield, Earl of
Mulgrave ; Thomas Tufton, Earl of Thanet ; Edward Howard, Earl of Carlisle ; William Craven, Earl of Craven ;
Thomas Bruce, Earl of Ailesbury ; Richard Boyle, Earl of Burlington ; Thomas Lennard, Earl of Sussex ; George
Berkeley, Earl of Berkeley ; Lawrence Hyde, Earl of Rochester ; Francis Newport, Viscount Newport of
Bradfor ; Thomas Thynne, Viscount Weymouth ; Dr. Peter Mews, Bishop of Winchester ; Dr. William Lloyd,
Bishop of St. Asaph ; Dr. Francis Turner, Bishop of Ely ; Dr. Thomas Sprat, Bishop of Rochester ; Dr. Thomas
White, Bishop of Peterborough ; Philip Wharton, Lord Wharton ; Charles North, Lord North and Grey of
Rolleston ; James Brydges, Lord Chandos of Sudeley ; Ralph Montagu, Lord Mountagu of Boughton ; Thomas
Jermyn, Lord Jermyn of St. Edmundsbury ; John Vaughan, Lord Vaughan of Emlyn, Earl of Carbery (Ireland) ;
Thomas Colepeper, Lord Colepeper of Thoresway ; Thomas Crew, Lord Crew of Stene ; John Bennet, Lord
Ossulston.

We doubt not but the world believes that, in this great and dangerous conjuncture, we are
heartily and zealously concerned for the Protestant religion, the laws of the land, and the
liberties and properties of the subject; and we did reasonably hope that, the King having
issued his proclamation and writs for a free parliament, we might have rested secure under the
expectation of that meeting; but, His Majesty having withdrawn himself, and, as we
apprehend, in order to his departure out of this Kingdom, by the pernicious counsels of
persons ill-affected to our nation and religion, we cannot, without being wanting to our duty,
be silent under these calamities, wherein the Popish counsels, which so long prevailed, have
miserably involved these Realms.

We do, therefore, unanimously resolve to apply ourselves to His Highness, the Prince of
Orange, who, with so great kindness to these Kingdoms, so vast experience, and so much
hazard to his own person, hath undertaken by endeavouring to procure a free parliament to
rescue us, with as little effusion of Christian blood as possible, from the imminent dangers of
Popery and slavery.

And we do hereby declare that we will with our utmost endeavours assist His Highness in
the obtaining such a parliament with all speed, wherein our laws, our liberties and properties
may be secured, the Church of England in particular, with a due liberty to Protestant
Dissenters, and in general the Protestant religion and interest over the whole world may be
supported and encouraged to the glory of God, the happiness of the established government in
these Kingdoms, and the advantage of all princes and states in Christendom, that may be
herein concerned.

In the mean time we will endeavour to preserve, as much as in us lies, the peace and
security of these great and populous Cities of London and Westminster, and the parts
adjacent, by taking care to disarm all Papists, and secure all Jesuits and Romish priests, who
are in or about the same.

And if there be anything more to be performed by us for promoting His Highness's
generous intentions for the public good, we shall be ready to do it, as occasion shall require.
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BILL OF RIGHTS, 1689

An Act Declaring the Rights and Liberties of the Subject and Settling the Succession of

the Crown

Whereas the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons assembled at Westminster, lawfully, fully and freely
representing all the estates of the people of this realm, did upon the thirteenth day of February in the year of our
Lord one thousand six hundred eighty-eight [old style date] present unto their Majesties, then called and known
by the names and style of William and Mary, prince and princess of Orange, being present in their proper
persons, a certain declaration in writing made by the said Lords and Commons in the words following, viz.:

*  Whereas the late King James the Second, by the assistance of divers evil counsellors, judges and
ministers employed by him, did endeavour to subvert and extirpate the Protestant religion and the laws
and liberties of this kingdom;

* By assuming and exercising a power of dispensing with and suspending of laws and the execution of
laws without consent of Parliament; By committing and prosecuting divers worthy prelates for humbly
petitioning to be excused from concurring to the said assumed power;

* By issuing and causing to be executed a commission under the great seal for erecting a court called the
Court of Commissioners for Ecclesiastical Causes;

* By levying money for and to the use of the Crown by pretence of prerogative for other time and in other
manner than the same was granted by Parliament;

* By raising and keeping a standing army within this kingdom in time of peace without consent of
Parliament, and quartering soldiers contrary to law;

* By causing several good subjects being Protestants to be disarmed at the same time when papists were
both armed and employed contrary to law;

* By violating the freedom of election of members to serve in Parliament;

* By prosecutions in the Court of King's Bench for matters and causes cognizable only in Parliament, and
by divers other arbitrary and illegal courses;

* And whereas of late years partial corrupt and unqualified persons have been returned and served on
juries in trials, and particularly divers jurors in trials for high treason which were not freeholders;

* And excessive bail hath been required of persons committed in criminal cases to elude the benefit of the
laws made for the liberty of the subjects;

*  And excessive fines have been imposed;

*  And illegal and cruel punishments inflicted;

* And several grants and promises made of fines and forfeitures before any conviction or judgment
against the persons upon whom the same were to be levied;

¢ All which are utterly and directly contrary to the known laws and statutes and freedom of this realm;

And whereas the said late King James the Second having abdicated the government and the throne being thereby
vacant, his Highness the prince of Orange (whom it hath pleased Almighty God to make the glorious instrument
of delivering this kingdom from popery and arbitrary power) did (by the advice of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal and divers principal persons of the Commons) cause letters to be written to the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal being Protestants, and other letters to the several counties, cities, universities, boroughs and cinque
ports, for the choosing of such persons to represent them as were of right to be sent to Parliament, to meet and sit
at Westminster upon the two and twentieth day of January in this year one thousand six hundred eighty and eight
[old style date], in order to such an establishment as that their religion, laws and liberties might not again be in
danger of being subverted, upon which letters elections having been accordingly made;

And thereupon the said Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons, pursuant to their respective letters and
elections, being now assembled in a full and free representative of this nation, taking into their most serious
consideration the best means for attaining the ends aforesaid, do in the first place (as their ancestors in like case
have usually done) for the vindicating and asserting their ancient rights and liberties declare:

* That the pretended power of suspending the laws or the execution of laws by regal authority without
consent of Parliament is illegal;

* That the pretended power of dispensing with laws or the execution of laws by regal authority, as it hath
been assumed and exercised of late, is illegal;

* That the commission for erecting the late Court of Commissioners for Ecclesiastical Causes, and all
other commissions and courts of like nature, are illegal and pernicious;

¢ That levying money for or to the use of the Crown by pretence of prerogative, without grant of
Parliament, for longer time, or in other manner than the same is or shall be granted, is illegal;

e That it is the right of the subjects to petition the king, and all commitments and prosecutions for such
petitioning are illegal;
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* That the raising or keeping a standing army within the kingdom in time of peace, unless it be with
consent of Parliament, is against law;
* That the subjects which are Protestants may have arms for their defence suitable to their conditions and
as allowed by law;
¢ That election of members of Parliament ought to be free;
* That the freedom of speech and debates or proceedings in Parliament ought not to be impeached or
questioned in any court or place out of Parliament;
* That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual
punishments inflicted;
*  That jurors ought to be duly impanelled and returned, and jurors which pass upon men in trials for high
treason ought to be freeholders;
* That all grants and promises of fines and forfeitures of particular persons before conviction are illegal
and void;
*  And that for redress of all grievances, and for the amending, strengthening and preserving of the laws,
Parliaments ought to be held frequently.
And they do claim, demand and insist upon all and singular the premises as their undoubted rights and liberties,
and that no declarations, judgments, doings or proceedings to the prejudice of the people in any of the said
premises ought in any wise to be drawn hereafter into consequence or example; to which demand of their rights
they are particularly encouraged by the declaration of his Highness the prince of Orange as being the only means
for obtaining a full redress and remedy therein.
Having therefore an entire confidence that his said Highness the prince of Orange will perfect the deliverance so
far advanced by him, and will still preserve them from the violation of their rights which they have here asserted,
and from all other attempts upon their religion, rights and liberties, the said Lords Spiritual and Temporal and
Commons assembled at Westminster do resolve that William and Mary, prince and princess of Orange, be and
be declared king and queen of England, France and Ireland and the dominions thereunto belonging, to hold the
crown and royal dignity of the said kingdoms and dominions to them, the said prince and princess, during their
lives and the life of the survivor to them, and that the sole and full exercise of the regal power be only in and
executed by the said prince of Orange in the names of the said prince and princess during their joint lives, and
after their deceases the said crown and royal dignity of the same kingdoms and dominions to be to the heirs of
the body of the said princess, and for default of such issue to the Princess Anne of Denmark and the heirs of her
body, and for default of such issue to the heirs of the body of the said prince of Orange. And the Lords Spiritual
and Temporal and Commons do pray the said prince and princess to accept the same accordingly.
And that the oaths hereafter mentioned be taken by all persons of whom the oaths have allegiance and
supremacy might be required by law, instead of them; and that the said oaths of allegiance and supremacy be
abrogated.
"I, AB., do sincerely promise and swear that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to their Majesties King
William and Queen Mary. So help me God."
"I, AB., do swear that I do from my heart abhor, detest and abjure as impious and heretical this damnable
doctrine and position, that princes excommunicated or deprived by the Pope or any authority of the see of Rome
may be deposed or murdered by their subjects or any other whatsoever. And I do declare that no foreign prince,
person, prelate, state or potentate hath or ought to have any jurisdiction, power, superiority, pre-eminence or
authority, ecclesiastical or spiritual, within this realm. So help me God."
Upon which their said Majesties did accept the crown and royal dignity of the kingdoms of England, France and
Ireland, and the dominions thereunto belonging, according to the resolution and desire of the said Lords and
Commons contained in the said declaration.
And thereupon their Majesties were pleased that the said Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons, being the
two Houses of Parliament, should continue to sit, and with their Majesties' royal concurrence make effectual
provision for the settlement of the religion, laws and liberties of this kingdom, so that the same for the future
might not be in danger again of being subverted, to which the said Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons
did agree, and proceed to act accordingly.
Now in pursuance of the premises the said Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons in Parliament
assembled, for the ratifying, confirming and establishing the said declaration and the articles, clauses, matters
and things therein contained by the force of law made in due form by authority of Parliament, do pray that it may
be declared and enacted that all and singular the rights and liberties asserted and claimed in the said declaration
are the true, ancient and indubitable rights and liberties of the people of this kingdom, and so shall be esteemed,
allowed, adjudged, deemed and taken to be; and that all and every the particulars aforesaid shall be firmly and
strictly holden and observed as they are expressed in the said declaration, and all officers and ministers
whatsoever shall serve their Majesties and their successors according to the same in all time to come.
And the said Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons, seriously considering how it hath pleased Almighty
God in his marvellous providence and merciful goodness to this nation to provide and preserve their said
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Majesties' royal persons most happily to reign over us upon the throne of their ancestors, for which they render
unto him from the bottom of their hearts their humblest thanks and praises, do truly, firmly, assuredly and in the
sincerity of their hearts think, and do hereby recognize, acknowledge and declare, that King James the Second
having abdicated the government, and their Majesties having accepted the crown and royal dignity as aforesaid,
their said Majesties did become, were, are and of right ought to be by the laws of this realm our sovereign liege
lord and lady, king and queen of England, France and Ireland and the dominions thereunto belonging, in and to
whose princely persons the royal state, crown and dignity of the said realms with all honours, styles, titles,
regalities, prerogatives, powers, jurisdictions and authorities to the same belonging and appertaining are most
fully, rightfully and entirely invested and incorporated, united and annexed. And for preventing all questions and
divisions in this realm by reason of any pretended titles to the crown, and for preserving a certainty in the
succession thereof, in and upon which the unity, peace, tranquility and safety of this nation doth under God
wholly consist and depend, the said Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons do beseech their Majesties that
it may be enacted, established and declared, that the crown and regal government of the said kingdoms and
dominions, with all and singular the premises thereunto belonging and appertaining, shall be and continue to
their said Majesties and the survivor of them during their lives and the life of the survivor of them, and that the
entire, perfect and full exercise of the regal power and government be only in and executed by his Majesty in the
names of both their Majesties during their joint lives; and after their deceases the said crown and premises shall
be and remain to the heirs of the body of her Majesty, and for default of such issue to her Royal Highness the
Princess Anne of Denmark and the heirs of the body of his said Majesty; and thereunto the said Lords Spiritual
and Temporal and Commons do in the name of all the people aforesaid most humbly and faithfully submit
themselves, their heirs and posterities for ever, and do faithfully promise that they will stand to, maintain and
defend their said Majesties, and also the limitation and succession of the crown herein specified and contained,
to the utmost of their powers with their lives and estates against all persons whatsoever that shall attempt
anything to the contrary.

And whereas it hath been found by experience that it is inconsistent with the safety and welfare of this Protestant
kingdom to be governed by a popish prince, or by any king or queen marrying a papist, the said Lords Spiritual
and Temporal and Commons do further pray that it may be enacted, that all and every person and persons that is,
are or shall be reconciled to or shall hold communion with the see or Church of Rome, or shall profess the
popish religion, or shall marry a papist, shall be excluded and be for ever incapable to inherit, possess or enjoy
the crown and government of this realm and Ireland and the dominions thereunto belonging or any part of the
same, or to have, use or exercise any regal power, authority or jurisdiction within the same; and in all and every
such case or cases the people of these realms shall be and are hereby absolved of their allegiance; and the said
crown and government shall from time to time descend to and be enjoyed by such person or persons being
Protestants as should have inherited and enjoyed the same in case the said person or persons so reconciled,
holding communion or professing or marrying as aforesaid were naturally dead; and that every king and queen
of this realm who at any time hereafter shall come to and succeed in the imperial crown of this kingdom shall on
the first day of the meeting of the first Parliament next after his or her coming to the crown, sitting in his or her
throne in the House of Peers in the presence of the Lords and Commons therein assembled, or at his or her
coronation before such person or persons who shall administer the coronation oath to him or her at the time of
his or her taking the said oath (which shall first happen), make, subscribe and audibly repeat the declaration
mentioned in the statute made in the thirtieth year of the reign of King Charles the Second entitled, An Act for
the more effectual preserving the king's person and government by disabling papists from sitting in either House
of Parliament. But if it shall happen that such king or queen upon his or her succession to the crown of this
realm shall be under the age of twelve years, then every such king or queen shall make, subscribe and audibly
repeat the same declaration at his or her coronation or the first day of the meeting of the first Parliament as
aforesaid which shall first happen after such king or queen shall have attained the said age of twelve years.

All which their Majesties are contented and pleased shall be declared, enacted and established by authority of
this present Parliament, and shall stand, remain and be the law of this realm for ever; and the same are by their
said Majesties, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons in
Parliament assembled and by the authority of the same, declared, enacted and established accordingly.

II. And be it further declared and enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and after this present session of
Parliament no dispensation by non obstante of or to any statute or any part thereof shall be allowed, but that the
same shall be held void and of no effect, except a dispensation be allowed of in such statute, and except in such
cases as shall be specially provided for by one or more bill or bills to be passed during this present session of
Parliament.

III. Provided that no charter or grant or pardon granted before the three and twentieth day of October in the year
of our Lord one thousand six hundred eighty-nine [old style date] shall be any ways impeached or invalidated by
this Act, but that the same shall be and remain of the same force and effect in law and no other than as if this Act
had never been made.
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TOLERATION ACT, 1689

Forasmuch as some ease to scrupulous consciences in the exercise of religion may be an effectual means to unite
their Majesties Protestant subjects in interest and affection:

Be it enacted by the King's and Queen's most excellent majesties, by and with the advice and consent of the
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and the Commons, in this present Parliament assembled and by the authority of
the same,

[...] That all and every person and persons that shall [...] take the [the oaths mentioned in a statute made this
present Parliament, intituled, An act for removing and preventing all questions and disputes concerning the
assembling and sitting of this present Parliament; and shall make and subscribe the declaration mentioned in a
statute made in the thirtieth year of the reign of King Charles the Second, intituled, An act to prevent papists
[from sitting in either house of Parliament], shall not be liable to any pains, penalties, or forfeitures, mentioned in
an act made in the five and thirtieth year of the reign of the late Queen Elizabeth, intituled, An act to retain the
Queen's majesty's subjects in their due obedience; nor in an act made nthe two and twentieth year of the reign of
the late King Charles the Second, intituled, An act to prevent and suppress seditious conventicles; nor shall any
of the said persons be prosecuted in any ecclesiastical court, for or by reason of their non-conforming to the
Church of England.

V. Provided always, and be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any assembly of persons dissenting
from the Church of England shall be had in any place for religious worship with the doors locked, barred, or
bolted, during any time of such meeting together, all and every persons or persons, that shall come to and be at
such meeting, shall not receive any benefit from this law, but be liable to all the pains and penalties of all the
aforesaid laws recited in this act, for such their meeting, notwithstanding his taking the oaths and his making and
subscribing the declaration aforesaid.

VI. Provided always, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to exempt any of the persons aforesaid
from paying of tithes or other parochial duties, or any other duties to the church or minister, nor from any
prosecution in any ecclesiastical court or elsewhere, for the same. [...]

VIII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person dissenting from the Church of England
in holy orders, or pretended holy orders, or pretending to holy orders, nor any preacher of teacher of any
congregation of dissenting Protestants, that shall make and subscribe the declaration aforesaid, and take the said
oaths [...] shall be liable to any of the pains or penalties mentioned in an act made in the seventeenth year of the
reign of King Charles the Second, intituled 4An act for restraining nonconformists from inhabiting in
corporations; nor the penalties mentioned in the aforesaid act made in the two and twentieth year of his said late
Majesty's reign, for or by reason of such persons preaching at any meeting for the exercise of religion; nor to the
penalty of one hundred pounds mentioned in an act made in the thirteenth and fourteenth of King Charles the
Second, intituled, An act for the uniformity of public prayers, and administration of sacraments, and other rites
and ceremonies: and for establishing the form of making, ordaining, and consecrating of bishops, priests, and
deacons in the Church of England, for officiating in any congregation for the exercise of religion permitted and
allowed by this act.

IX. Provided always, [...] that such person shall not at any time preach in any place, but with the doors not
locked, barred, or bolted, as aforesaid.

XIII. And whereas there are certain other persons, dissenters from the Church of England, who scruple the taking
of any oath; be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every such person shall make and subscribe the
aforesaid declaration, and also this declaration of fidelity following, viz.

I A. B. do sincerely promise and solemnly declare before God and the world, that I will be true and faithful to
King William and Queen Mary; and I do solemnly profess and declare, that I do from my heart abhor, detest, and
renounce, as impious and heretical, that damnable doctrine and position, That princes excommunicated or
deprived by the Pope, or any authority of the See of Rome, may be deposed or murdered by their subjects, or any
other whatsoever. And I do declare, that no foreign prince, person, prelate, state, or potentate, hath or ought to
have, any power, jurisdiction, superiority, pre-eminence, or authority ecclesiastical or spiritual within this realm.
And shall subscribe a profession of their Christian belief in these words:

I A. B. profess faith in God the Father, and in Jesus Christ His eternal Son, the true God, and in the Holy Spirit,
one God blessed for evermore, and do acknowledge the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be
given by divine inspiration.

[...] And every such person that shall make and subscribe the two declarations and profession aforesaid, being
thereunto required, shall be exempted from all the pains and penalties of all and every the aforementioned
statutes made against popish recusants, or Protestant nonconformists [...]
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THE ACT OF SETTLEMENT, 1701

L. [...] And Your Majesty’s said Subjects having Daily Experience of Your Royal Care and Concern
for the present and future Wellfare of these Kingdoms and particularly recommending from Your
Throne a further Provision to be made for the Succession of the Crown in the Protestant Line for the
Happiness of the Nation and the Security of our Religion; And it being absolutely necessary for the
Safety Peace and Quiet of this Realm to obviate all Doubts and Contentions in the same by reason of
any pretended Titles to the Crown and to maintain a Certainty in the Succession thereof to which Your
Subjects may safely have Recourse for their Protection in case the Limitations in the said recited Act
should determine; Therefore for a further Provision of the Succession of the Crown in the Protestant
Line we, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and Loyal Subjects the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and
Commons in this present Parliament assembled, do beseech Your Majesty that it may be enacted and
declared and be it enacted and declared by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice
and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons in this present Parliament assembled
and by the Authority of the same That the most Excellent Princess Sophia Electress and Dutchess
Dowager of Hannover Daughter of the most Excellent Princess Elizabeth late Queen of Bohemia
Daughter of our late Sovereign Lord King James the First of happy Memory be and is hereby declared
to be the next in Succession in the Protestant Line to the Imperial Crown and Dignity of the said
Realms of England, France and Ireland with the Dominions and Territories thereunto belonging after
His Majesty and the Princess Ann of Denmark and in Default of Issue of the said Princess Ann and of
His Majesty respectively and that from and after the Deceases of His said Majesty, our now Sovereign
Lord, and of Her Royal Highness the Princess Ann of Denmark and for Default of Issue of the said
Princess Ann and of His Majesty respectively, the Crown and Regal Government of the said
Kingdoms of England, France and Ireland and of the Dominions thereunto belonging with the Royal
State and Dignity of the said Realms and all Honours, Styles, Titles, Regalities, Prerogatives, Powers,
Jurisdictions and Authorities to the same belonging and appertaining shall be remain and continue to
the said most Excellent Princess Sophia and the Heirs of Her Body being Protestants.

III. And whereas it is requisite and necessary that some further Provision be made for securing our
Religion, Laws and Liberties from and after the Death of His Majesty and the Princess Ann of
Denmark and in default of Issue of the Body of the said Princess and of His Majesty respectively, Be
it enacted by the Kings most Excellent Majesty by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords
Spiritual and Temporal and Commons in Parliament assembled and by the Authority of the same

- That whosoever shall hereafter come to the Possession of this Crown shall join in Communion with
the Church of England as by Law established.

- That in case the Crown and Imperial Dignity of this Realm shall hereafter come to any Person not
being a Native of this Kingdom of England this Nation be not obliged to engage in any War for the
Defence of any Dominions or Territories which do not belong to the Crown of England without the
Consent of Parliament.

- That no person who shall hereafter come to the possession of the Crown shall go out of the
Dominions of England, Scotland and Ireland without the consent of Parliament. [...]

- [That] no Person born out of the Kingdoms of England, Scotland or Ireland or the Dominions
thereunto belonging (although he be naturalized and made a Denizen) (except such as are born of
English Parents) shall be capable to be of the Privy Councill or a Member of either House of
Parliament or to enjoy any Office or Place of Trust either Civil or Military or to have any Grant of
Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments from the Crown to himself or to any other or others in Trust for
him.
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Scotland after the Union

Daniel Defoe (c. 1661-1731) was an English businessman, writer and journalist. He is still particularly well-
known today for his novel, Robinson Crusoe. This text is taken from the account of his trip around Britain which
he published in 1724.

From hence, keeping the sea as close as we could on our left, we went on due West to
Dumfries, a Sea-Port Town at the Mouth of the River Nid, or Nith, which gives Name to the
third Division of the County call'd Nithdale; but the Town is justly the Capital of the whole
Shire, and indeed, of all the South West Part of Scotland.

Here, indeed, as in some other Ports on this Side the Island, the Benefits of Commerce,
obtain'd to Scotland by the Union, appear visible; and that much more than on the East Side,
where they seem to be little, if anything mended, I mean in their Trade.

Dumfries was always a good Town, and full of Merchants. By Merchants, here I mean, in
the Sense that Word is taken and understood in England (viz.) not Mercers and Drapers,
Shopkeepers, etc. But Merchant-Adventurers, who trade to foreign Parts, and employ a
considerable Number of Ships. But if this was so before, it is much more so now; and as they
have (with Success) embark'd in Trade, as well to England as to the English Plantations, they
apparently increase both in Shipping and People ; for as it almost everywhere appears, where
Trade increases, People must and will increase; that is, they flock to the Place by the necessary
Consequences of the Trade, and, in Return, where the People increase, the Trade will increase
because the necessary Consumption of Provisions, Cloths, Furniture, etc. necessarily increases;
and with them the Trade.

This is such a Chain of Trading Consequences, that they are not to be separated; and the
Town of Dumfries, as well as Liverpool, Manchester, Whitehaven, and other Towns in England
are Demonstrations of it.

This Town is situated also for an Increase of Commerce on the River Nid, for tho' it stands
near two Leagues from the Sea, yet the Tide flows up to the Town, and Ships of Burden come
close up to the Quay; but at about four Miles below the Town the largest Merchant-Ships in
Britain might come up, and ride in Safety.

There is a very fine Stone Bridge here over the River Nid; as also a Castle, tho' of old Work,
yet still good and strong enough; also an Exchange for the Merchants, and a Tolbooth, or Town-
Hall for the Use of the Magistrates. They had formerly a Woollen Manufacture here. But as the
Union has, in fame Manner, suppress'd those Things in Scotland, the Enghish supplying them
fully, both better and cheaper; so they have more than an Equivalent by an open Trade to all
the English Plantations, and to England itself.

Daniel Defoe, A Tour thro' the Whole Island of Great Britain (1724)
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METHODISM AS A RELIGION OF THE HEART

The Apostle declares, both here and in many other places, that true religion does not consist in meat
and drink, or in any ritual observances; nor, indeed in any outward thing whatever; in anything
exterior to the heart; the whole substance thereof lying in “righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost.”
Not in any outward thing,; such as forms, or ceremonies, even of the most excellent kind. Supposing
these to be ever so decent and significant, ever so expressive of inward things: supposing them ever so
helpful, not only to the vulgar, whose thought reaches little farther than their sight; but even to men of
understanding, men of strong capacities, as doubtless they may sometimes be: Yea, supposing them ...
to be appointed by God himself; yet even [...then...] true religion does not principally consist therein;
nay, strictly speaking, not at all. How much more must this hold concerning such rites and forms as
are only of human appointment! The religion of Christ rises infinitely higher, and lies immensely
deeper, than all these. These are good in their place; just so far as they are in fact subservient to true
religion. And it were superstition to object against them, while they are applied only as occasional
helps to human weakness. But let no man carry them farther. Let no man dream that they have any
intrinsic worth; or that religion cannot subsist without them. This were to make them an abomination
to the Lord.
The nature of religion is so far from consisting in these, in forms of worship, or rites and ceremonies,
that it does not properly consist in any outward actions, of what kind so ever. It is true, a man cannot
have any religion who is guilty of vicious, immoral actions; or who does to others what he would not
they should do to him, if he were in the same circumstance. And it is also true, that he can have no real
religion who “knows to do good, and doth it not.” Yet may a man both abstain from outward evil, and
do good, and still have no religion. Yea, two persons may do the same outward work; suppose, feeding
the hungry, or clothing the naked; and, in the meantime, one of these may be truly religious, and the
other have no religion at all: For the one may act from the love of God, and the other from the love of
praise. So manifest it is, that although true religion naturally leads to every good word and work, yet
the real nature thereof lies deeper still, even in “the hidden man of the heart.”
I say of the heart. For neither does religion consist in Orthodoxy, or right opinions; which, although
they are not properly outward things, are not in the heart, but the understanding. A man may be
orthodox in every point; he may not only espouse right opinions, but zealously defend them against all
opposers; he may think justly concerning the incarnation of our Lord, concerning the ever-blessed
Trinity, and every other doctrine contained in the oracles of God; he may assent to all the three creeds,
— that called the Apostles’, the Nicene, and the Athanasian; and yet it is possible he may have no
religion at all ... He may be almost as orthodox — as the devil, (though, indeed, not altogether; for
every man errs in something; whereas we can’t well conceive him to hold any erroneous opinion,) and
may, all the while be as great a stranger as he to the religion of the heart.
This alone is religion, truly so called: This alone is in the sight of God of great price. The Apostle
sums it all up in three particulars, “righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”

From John Wesley (1703-1791), Sermon on the Gospel of Mark, 1:15.
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ADAM SMITH ON THE MERCANTILE SYSTEM

That wealth consists in money, or in gold and silver, is a popular notion which naturally arises
from the double function of money, as the instrument of commerce, and as the measure of value. In
consequence of its being the instrument of commerce, when we have money we can more readily
obtain whatever else we have occasion for, than by means of any other commodity. The great affair,
we always find, is to get money. When that is obtained, there is no difficulty in making any
subsequent purchase. In consequence of its being the measure of value, we estimate that of all other
commodities by the quantity of money which they will exchange for. We say of a rich man, that he is
worth a great deal, and of a poor man, that he is worth very little money. A frugal man, or a man eager
to be rich, is said to love money; and a careless, a generous, or a profuse man, is said to be indifferent
about it. To grow rich is to get money; and wealth and money, in short, are, in common language,
considered as in every respect synonymous.

A rich country, in the same manner as a rich man, is supposed to be a country abounding in money;
and to heap up gold and silver in any country is supposed to be the readiest way to enrich it. For some
time after the discovery of America, the first inquiry of the Spaniards, when they arrived upon any
unknown coast, used to be, if there was any gold or silver to be found in the neighbourhood? By the
information which they received, they judged whether it was worth while to make a settlement there,
or if the country was worth the conquering. Plano Carpino, a monk sent ambassador from the king of
France to one of the sons of the famous Gengis Khan, says, that the Tartars used frequently to ask him,
if there was plenty of sheep and oxen in the kingdom of France? Their inquiry had the same object
with that of the Spaniards. They wanted to know if the country was rich enough to be worth the
conquering. Among the Tartars, as among all other nations of shepherds, who are generally ignorant
of the use of money, cattle are the instruments of commerce and the measures of value. Wealth,
therefore, according to them, consisted in cattle, as, according to the Spaniards, it consisted in gold
and silver. Of the two, the Tartar notion, perhaps, was the nearest to the truth. [...]

In consequence of those popular notions, all the different nations of Europe have studied, though to
little purpose, every possible means of accumulating gold and silver in their respective countries.
Spain and Portugal, the proprietors of the principal mines which supply Europe with those metals,
have either prohibited their exportation under the severest penalties, or subjected it to a considerable
duty. The like prohibition seems anciently to have made a part of the policy of most other European
nations. It is even to be found, where we should least of all expect to find it, in some old Scotch acts of
Parliament, which forbid, under heavy penalties, the carrying gold or silver forth of the kingdom. The
like policy anciently took place both in France and England.

When those countries became commercial, the merchants found this prohibition, upon many
occasions, extremely inconvenient. They could frequently buy more advantageously with gold and
silver, than with any other commodity, the foreign goods which they wanted, either to import into their
own, or to carry to some other foreign country. They remonstrated, therefore, against this prohibition
as hurtful to trade.

They represented, first, that the exportation of gold and silver, in order to purchase foreign goods,
did not always diminish the quantity of those metals in the kingdom; that, on the contrary, it might
frequently increase the quantity; because, if the consumption of foreign goods was not thereby
increased in the country, those goods might be re-exported to foreign countries, and being there sold
for a large profit, might bring back much more treasure than was originally sent out to purchase them.
[...]

They represented, secondly, that this prohibition could not hinder the exportation of gold and
silver, which, on account of the smallness of their bulk in proportion to their value, could easily be
smuggled abroad. That this exportation could only be prevented by a proper attention to what they
called the balance of trade. That when the country exported to a greater value than it imported, a
balance became due to it from foreign nations, which was necessarily paid to it in gold and silver, and
thereby increased the quantity of those metals in the kingdom. But that when it imported to a greater
value than it exported, a contrary balance became due to foreign nations, which was necessarily paid
to them in the same manner, and thereby diminished that quantity: that in this case, to prohibit the
exportation of those metals, could not prevent it, but only, by making it more dangerous, render it
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more expensive: that the exchange was thereby turned more against the country which owed the
balance, than it otherwise might have been; the merchant who purchased a bill upon the foreign
country being obliged to pay the banker who sold it, not only for the natural risk, trouble, and expense
of sending the money thither, but for the extraordinary risk arising from the prohibition; but that the
more the exchange was against any country, the more the balance of trade became necessarily against
it; the money of that country becoming necessarily of so much less value, in comparison with that of
the country to which the balance was due. [...]

Those arguments were partly solid and partly sophistical. They were solid, so far as they asserted
that the exportation of gold and silver in trade might frequently be advantageous to the country. They
were solid, too, in asserting that no prohibition could prevent their exportation, when private people
found any advantage in exporting them. But they were sophistical, in supposing, that either to preserve
or to augment the quantity of those metals required more the attention of government, than to preserve
or to augment the quantity of any other useful commodities, which the freedom of trade, without any
such attention, never fails to supply in the proper quantity. [...]

Such as they were, however, those arguments convinced the people to whom they were addressed.
They were addressed by merchants to parliaments and to the councils of princes, to nobles, and to
country gentlemen; by those who were supposed to understand trade, to those who were conscious to
them selves that they knew nothing about the matter. That foreign trade enriched the country,
experience demonstrated to the nobles and country gentlemen, as well as to the merchants; but how, or
in what manner, none of them well knew. The merchants knew perfectly in what manner it enriched
themselves, it was their business to know it. But to know in what manner it enriched the country, was
no part of their business. The subject never came into their consideration, but when they had occasion
to apply to their country for some change in the laws relating to foreign trade. It then became
necessary to say something about the beneficial effects of foreign trade, and the manner in which those
effects were obstructed by the laws as they then stood. [...]

The inland or home trade, the most important of all, the trade in which an equal capital affords the
greatest revenue, and creates the greatest employment to the people of the country, was considered as
subsidiary only to foreign trade. It neither brought money into the country, it was said, nor carried any
out of it. The country, therefore, could never become either richer or poorer by means of it, except so
far as its prosperity or decay might indirectly influence the state of foreign trade.

Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations, 1776 (part 2, book IV, chapter 1)
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The Rise of the Press in the
18th Century:
The Birth of The Times

On Jan. 1, 1785 John Walter founded The
Daily Universal Register. The newspaper
began as a 2 1/2-penny broadsheet. It
became The Times on Jan. 1, 1788,
publishing commercial news and notices,
along with some scandal. The founder's
son, John Walter II, took over the
newspaper in 1803. He expanded it from 4
pages to 12 large pages, and, by the time
control of the paper passed to his son, John
Walter III, in 1848, the foundations of The
Times's reputation as Britain's preeminent
national journal and daily historical record
had been laid.'

The following text is the (slightly
shortened) article written by John Walter
on Ist January 1785 on the front page of
the first issue of The Daily Universal
Register, the forerunner of The Times.
Because the article is very long, it has been
divided into two texts for the purpose of
commenting. However in order to fully
understand either text 1 or text 2 in
context, you will need to read the whole
article (including the final paragraph of the
article and a selection of first issue
advertisements on the third page) before
starting the commentary of the particular
section assigned to you.

Your commentary of either text should
focus on what the article shows about
the state of the British press in the late
18th century and on the kind of novelty
that The Daily Universal Register
represents.

Paragraph adapted from the Encyclopedia
Britannica, 'The Times'.
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TEXT

~ To the Pubilic.

, 1.—.10 dmam outa New Paper at the prefent day;
when fo many others are alreddy eftablithed

and confirmed in the public opinion, is certainly

- an arduous undertaking ; and no one can be more

S| fully aware of its difficulties than Iam s I, never-

Lo

thelefs, entertain very fanguinc hopes, that the
nature of the plan on which this paper will be
coanduéted, will enfure it a moderate fave atleaft
of public favour (-]

It is very far from my intention to detrat from
the acknowledged merit of the Daily Papers now
in exiftence ; it is {ufficient that they pleafe the
clafs of readers whofe approbation their conduflors
are ambitious to deferve; neverthelefs it is certain

(S fome of the beft, fome of the mofl refpeftable, and

2

2

fome of the moft ufeful members of the commue
nity, have frequently complained {and the caufes
of their complaints {iill exit) that by radical de-
fe@s in the plans of the prefeat eftablithed papers,
they were deprived of many advantages, which
ought naturally to refult from daily publications,
Of thefe fome build their fame on ‘the lengthand
accuracy of parliamentary reports, which unquef-
tionably are given with great dbility, and with

29 a laudable zeal to pleafe thofe, who can fpare

time to read ten or twelve columns of debates.
Others are principally attentive to the politics of
the day, and make it their ftudy to give fatisface
-tion to the nemerous clafs of polirticians, who,

30 blefled with eafy circumftances, have nothing

75 government in every flate an
world. There is one paper which -] deals almoft

betcer to do, than to amufe themfelves with watch-
ing the motions of minifters boch at home and
abroad ; and endeavouring to find out the fecret
fprings that fet in motion the great machine of
empire in.the

folely in advertifements ; and confequently,though
a very ufeful, it is by no means an entertaining
paper. Thus it would feem that every News-Paper

‘%o publifbed in London is calculated for 2 particu-

lar fer of readers only [...)

M‘L

. ‘ FA News-Paper,
ﬁooumczmm on the true and natural principles of
fuch a publication, ought to be the Regifter of
of intelligence ; it ought not 1o be engrofled by
any particular object; but, like a well covered
table, it fhould conrain fomething: fiited 10
every palate ¢ obfervations on the difpofitions of

¢5 the times, and faithful reccrder of every _.M.wmnma»
e

5o, our own and of forcign courts thould be provid.

ed for the political reader 3 debates fhould be re-
ported for the amufement or information of thofe
who may be particularly fond of them; and
a due attention fhould be paid tothe interefts of

55 trade, which are fo greatly promoated by adver-

tifementg.~A. paper that fhould blend all thefe
advantages, and by fteering clear of extremes, hit
the happy medium, has long been expeied by the
public.—Such, it is intended, fhall be the UNI-

62 VERSAL REGISTER, the great objeéls of

which will be to facilitate the commercial intere
‘courfe berween the different %»na of the commu.
nity, through the channel of Adverifements; to
record the principal occurrences of the times;

¢ s and to abridge the account of debates during the

ficting of Parliament.
Itis no lefs the intereft of the proprietors of
News-Papers, than of the public, that every en-
 couragement fhould be given toadvertifing corref-
pondents ; yet this private intereft of the proprie-
tors is frequently facrificed to therage for parlia-
mentary debates, tothe great injury of trade; for
the extreme length of thefe debates fo greatly re-
tards the publication of theNew-Papers which are

25 noted for detailed accounts of them, that the

advantages arifing from this fpecies of intelli-

ence, though highly acceptable in itfelf, are
WR&:S&% over-balanced by the inconvienences
occafioned to people in bufinefs by the delay.

8o Thefe inconveniences are great and many; it

generally happens,- that when either Houfe of

Parliament has been engaged in the difcuffion of
an important queftion till after midnight, the
papers in which the fpeeches of the Members are
reported at large, cannot be publithed before
noon ; nay, they fometimes are nct even fent to
prefs {o foon ; confequently parties intereted in

Jales are effentially injured, as the advertifements,

«
<

95

o
w

o

ey

120

{235

inviting the publicto attend them at tex or fevelv

o’clock, do not appear, on account of 2 fate pub-

lication, till fome hours after~—~From the fame

fource flows znother inconvenience ; it is fome-

times found neceffary to Jefér falesyafter they have

been advertifed fora particular day ; but the no-
tice of putting them off not appearing early

enough, on account of the late hour at which

the papers containing it are publifhed, numbers

of peaple, alting under the impreflion of former
advertifements, arc unnecefflanly put to the troue
ble of attending.~It will be the object of the
Univerfal wau.%mw to guard againft thefe great
inconveniences, without depriving its readers of
the pleafure oflearning what pafles in Parliament,

-1t is intended, then, that the debates fhall be
regularly reported in it ; but on the other hand,
that the publication may not be delayed to the
prejudice of people in trade, the fpeeches will not
be given on a large feale; the fubfance {hall be
faithfully preferved ; but all the uninterefling
parts will be omitred. I fhall thus be enabled to
publifhi this paper at an early hour ; and I propofe
to bring 1t out regularly ‘every morning at fix
o’clocke The Unmiwverfal Regiffer will therefore
have this advantage over the Daily Advertifery
that, though publithed as edrly, it will cont2in 2
fubftantial account of the proceedings in Parlia-
ment the preceding night, which is never to be
found in that paper; and compared with the
other morning papers it will be found to have
the merit of centaining in fubftance, what they
give in long detail (which men in bufinefs can-
not weli {pare time to read) and, neverthelefs,
of being publifhed much fooner. Thefe circum-
flances, it is hoped, will give the Univerfal
Regifier ac leaft an equal claim to public favour
with the parliamentary papers, and the rrading part
of the metropolis, it is prefumed, will find it their
advantage to give it the preference,
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TexT 2

An eflential part of the plan of this new paper
is, that, for the convenience of advertifing cor-
re(pondents, their favours thall, t a cerzainty, be
inferted on the very day that they fhall direct;

5 provided they deliver them at the office in due
time, For the /friZ obfervance of this rule, the
Wﬂ.&w of the paper fhall ftand pledged 5° and its
‘pretenfions to public countenance will be re-
nounced, if this fundamental principle in its in=

(0 ftirution fhall ever be violated, except in cafes of
-abfolute neceflity, which human prudence can-
not prevent,—And here I beg it may be under~
ftood that I do not make ufe of the word =eczfity
as a referve, under colour of which, I may, when-
ever I think fit, be.releafed- from my engage-
‘ments; I mean by thar word 'z pecefliry anfing
from accidents that fometimes happen in the
printing bufinefs, 2nd from which, the moft care-
ful man cannot, at 2ll times, be fecure. But fo

20 far from wilhing to fhrink from my eagagements,
1 intend, whenever the length of the Gazerte,
Parliamentary Debates, &c. fhall render it im~
poflible for me to inferc, all the advertifements
promifed for the day, in one fheer, to print an ad-

25 ditional half fheer, and publifth it with the ordi-
nary paper without any additional charge to my
mcmhuan_.u.lum.noa the difficulty that people ex-
perience in procuring the infertion of their adver-
tifements even in the Daily Advertifer ; and par-
ticularly from the impofiibility of obtaining an
‘early infertion at fome periods of the year, it may
be prefumed that this regulation will greatly re-
commend the UNIVERSAL REGISTER to
public netice, and procure it fupport. [+-°J

Inbringing this work to perfeftion, I had not
my own advantage {olely in view; I wifhed to
be ufeful to the community ; and it is with plea-
fure] fee thatthe public will derive confiderable

benefit from my induftry ; for 1 have refoived to
4o fell the REGISTER One Aalfpenny unpER the
price paid for feven out of eight of the morning

(S
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papers; however I indulge a hope that this facri-
fice which I make of the ufual profits of print.
ing, will be felt by a generous public; and that
they will fo far favour me with advertifernents,
as to enable me to defray the heavy expences at.
tending the literary departments in the paper,
‘and to make a livelihood for myfelf and my fami-
me_.fﬁrn. favour that I now earnefily folicit, I

all diligently labouc to preferve, without en-
tertaining a prefumptuous with that I may enjoy
it one moment longer, than 1 fhall be foundto
deferve it,

The Regiffer,in its politics, will be of no party :
weakened as the country is by a long and expen-
five war, and rent by inteftine divifions, nothing
but the union of all parties can fave it from de-
ftrulion. Moderate men, therefore, 1 truft, will
countenancea paper,which has forone of itsobjedts
to cool the animofities, flifle the refentments’
manage the perfonal honour, and reconcile the
principals of contending parties : while the favours
ofthofe will be courted, who fupport principles,
by faic argument, and think that a good caufe
raay be injured by perfonalities, and low inveétive,
the correfpondence of fuch as defcend to illiberal
abufe, and attack the max rather than the meafire,
will always be difregarded. The Regifler, ine
fiead of dealing in fcurrilities and abufing the
great men in power, or the preat men out of
power ; or, inflead of deifying the one or the
other, will referve toitfelf a right of cenfuring or
applauding either, as their conduét may occafion-
ally appear proper or improper,

1f cenfure thould be thought neceffary, it fhall
be conveyed in language {uited to the refpeét that
is due to the public, before whofe tribunal the in-
dividual is arraigned ; and no provocation fhall
be deemed an excufe for jlliberal abufe, or per-
fonality.

Nothing fhall ever find a place in the Univer-

fal Regifter, that can tend to wound the ear of de-

hcacy, or corrupr the heart: vice fhall never
be fuffered there to wear the garb of virtue: To

2 5 hold out the former in alluring colours, would

-

ftrike at the very root of morality ; and, con.

g5

(oo

| cealing the native deformity of vice, might fe-

duce unfufpecting innocence from the paths of
virtue.

As a News-Paperought to be at the fervice of
the Public, by whom it is fupported, I fhall not
hold myfelf excufeable, through the example of
others, in opening the Regifer to one kind of ad
vertifers, and partially fhutting it againft others :
1 hold that 1 have a right to nnnmmn« only whe-
ther the advertifements offered for inferdon con-
tain any thing contrary to law or morality ; and
that, if they do not, Ithould violate my duty to
the public, in refufing to infert them when paid
for. A News-Paper in this particular ought to
refemble an Jaw, where the proprictor is sbliged
to give the ufe of his houfe to all travellers, who
are ready to pay for i, and againft whofe perfons
there is no legal or moral objection.

The mifcellaneous articles of intelligence will
be regularly arranged under the heads of Thearrss,
Trials,Ship News, MarketPrices, Billiof Entry, Prices
Courant, Stocks, Promotions, Marriages, Deaths, .

* Though it is intended that faichful accounts fhall

(to

Lo

(125 pence will be fpared, that can render che Ung- |

begiven of all remarkable trials at law, fill thofe
will be more particularly attended to, in which
the mercantile world may be moft interefled. In
a word, no pains or expence will be fpared, that
can render the Uniwerfal Regiffer of wiility to the
lic,
uﬂw&m mifcellaneous articles of intelligence will
be regularly arranged undertheheads of Theatres,
Frialiy Ship News, Market Prices, Bills of Entry,
Prices Courant, Stocks, Promotions, Marriages,
Dreaths, &, Thoughitis intended thar faithful
accounts fhall be given of all remarkable trials
atlaw, flill thofe will be more particularly at- |
tended to, in which the mercaatile world may
be moft interefted. In & word, no painsor ex-

' vErsar Recister of utility to the public. w
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Such is the plan that Mr, WarL7ER has laid |
down for the conduét of his paper: he now
fends it forth inte the world, in hopes that it
- will appear to the public deferving of their en- |
' couragement.  For his own part, he will no lon- !
mﬁ. expeét their countenance and favour, than

e fhall be found ftriétly to adhere to the engage-
ments into which be now enters, in this fberch |
that he humbly begs leave to lay before them,

J. WALTER.

*.* Advertifements, Effays, real Articles of Intel-
ligence, &c, to which great antention will be
will be taken in at the OFFICE in Primting-houfe
Square; and for the greater convenicace of the diftam
parts of the town, at Mr. SEarcE’s, Grocer, No. gg,

\Oxford-firee¢ ; Mr, THRALE", Paficy Cook, oppofite
the Admiraity ; M. WiLson's Lisrary, No. 4,
Lambard-fireet; Mr.. Prat1s, Green Grocer, No.
84, Wapping ; and Mr. STERNEY, No. 158, appofite

St. George’s Churek, Borough.

182 The Ladies and Geatlemen who may be plealed
to take in this Paper, may be fupplied with it by any

of the NewsMEN.

For NICE, GENOA, and LEGHORN,
(With Liberty to touchat Oac Post in the Channel,)

\N.Tm z > z O &o
THOMAS WHITE, Commander,
URTHEN 160 Tons ; - Guns and Men

anfwerable, Lying off the Towery and will abe
folutely depart on Saturday the 8th inftant.

The faid Commander tobe fpoken withevery morning
at Sam's Coffee-houfe, near the Cuftom-houfe ; 2t Will'’s
Coffez-houfe, in Cornhill ; and & Exchange houss on the
Freach and Jtalian Walk, or .

WILLIAM ELYARD, for the faid Commander,

No, 16, Savage-Gardens, !
Dire@ for LISBON,
The N A N C Y.
JOHN RACKHAM, Commander,

URTHEN 300 Tons, Men anfwerables
Lying off Horflydown Chain; Seven-cighths of
her Carzo abfolutely engaged, and is obliged by Charter-
pasty to depart on Saturday the Bth inQant. 3
The faid Commander 10 be fpoken with every morning
at Sam's Coffee-houfe, near the Cuftom-houfe ; at Will's
Coffee-boufe, in Cornhill; and i Exchange houss io the
Freach and Italian Walk; or *
WILLIAM ELYARD, for the faid Commander,
No. 16, Savage-Gardens,

This Day is publifed, Price 6d.

LAN of the CHAMBER of COMMERCE,
King’s-Arms Buildings, Cornhill, London; which
is open every day, for Confultation, Opinion, and Ad-
ice (verbal or in Writing) Mediation, Aftiftance, Are
bitration, &6 in Al Commercial, Maritime, 30d Infurance
-Affairs, and matters of Tradcin general ; and the Laws
and Ufages relating thereto—~The Addrefsis, To the

Direélor of the Chamber of Commerce, as above.

To be had of Richardfon and Urquharty Royal Ext
change ; . Sewell, Cornhill ; T. Whicldon, Fleet-ftreet 3
‘W. Flexney, Holbora ; and at the afarefaid Chamber.

Where may alfo be bad, in one Volume Folio;
Mr. Wefkett's COMPLETE DIGEST of the THEORY,

© LAWS and PRACTICE of INSURANCE ; an entire

new and comprehenfive worky including all the ad-

; Www& Cafes extant, with feveral never before printed

tratls from the Statutes, foreign Ordinancesy and ma-
rinc Treaties 3 accounts of all the Infurance Companies
the MacitimeCourts, the commercial and maritime Laws,
the Law of zwmw._wv &c. the whole forming (alphabets
jeall W ereatoria, .
unu-% m.:m.i. Work has been compiled with great Care
and Indufiry, by one whois cvidently a Mafter of the
Subject. 1t abounds with Proofs of extenfive Reading,
as well as mature Refle@tion, and judicious Remarks 3
and if the completeft Syftem of Infurance that has hither.
10 been compofed be entitled to Praife, the prefent ufcful
Digeft muft meet with the Approbation of the commers
cial World? Crit. Rev. Vol. g2, p. 443.—All the other
Licerary fournals fpeak in fimilar Terms of this Book 3
which had already been tranflated abroads

This Dayis publifhed, in 3 Vols. Price g5, feweds
By the LITERARY SOCIETY,

ODERN TIMES: or The ADVEN.
TURES of GABRIEL OUTCAST., A Naovel,
in Imitation of Gil Blas. <
# Qui capit ille facit.” e
Printed for the Anthor, and fold by J. Walter, Printing.
houle Square, Black-friars; where may be had, gratis,
the Plan of this Society, affociated for the Encouragement
of Literature, who propofe to print and publifh at their
own Ritk and Expenge fuch original Works as they may
approve of; and give their Authosrs all Frofits arifing
{rom the fame,

The SIXTHK NIGHT,
By His MAJESTY’s Company
T the THEATRE ROYAL in DRURY.
LANE, tisis prefent SATURDAY, will be pers

formed
A New COMEDY, called
The NATURAL SON,

‘The charatlers by Mr, King, Mr. Patfons, Mr. Bendey,
Mr. Moody, Mr. Baddeley, Mr. Wrighten, and Mr,
Palmer. Mis Pope, Mifs Tidfwell, and {Mifs Farresi.

With new Scenes and Drefies.
The Prologue tobe fpoken by Mr, Bannifter, jun.
And the Epilegueby Mifs Faren,
After which will be performed the laft New Pantomime
Entertsinment, in two Parts, calicd
HARLEQUIN UNIOR;
Or, The MAGLIC ESTUS,
. The Charaftersofthe Pantomime, by
Mr. Wright, Mr. Williamfos, Mr, Burton, Mr. Staunton,
Mr. Wiiliames, Mc. Palmer, Mr. Waldron, Mr. Fawcett,
Mr. Chaplin, Mr, Phillimore, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Alfred,
MB,. wvnnmnm.wg. meﬂna—w:ws and ?mﬁ.zaq:sn.. wm“.ar Mrs.
urnet, uraer, Mifs Tidsve is Barnes, Mifs
gﬁ. ford, Mamgm_wnwmnw_%&...m ; E S i S0
0 conclude with the Repulfe of the Spaniards before
The ROCK omﬂmnmw.wrm{w?

._uo.aon‘oﬁ.g MB&SE moma.mo:uﬁﬁaa&&m
Tevived Comedy of the DOURLE DEALER, with the
favorite Mafque of ARTHUR. and EMMELINE,

Oo Tuefday the Tragedy of VENICE PRESERVED:
Jafler by M. Breseton, Fierre by Mr. Bensley, and Bel-
videra, by Mrs, Siddons: And on Friday the Carmelite,
affinger s Play of the MAID of BONOUR, (with alter-
Maonm. and Additions) is in Reheasfal and will foon be pro-

uce

RS. KING begs leave to acquaint her

- Friends the opens her SCHOOL at CHIGWELL
in ESSEX, on ZSW , the 10th of uuuuum..n for the
EDUCATION of YOURG LADIES: as has al-
ways been accuftomed to warch and improve the open-
ing mind, hopes to give fatisfaction la thofe Who trutt
her with fo important 3 charze. .

Till the 10th of January Mrs. King may be fpoke with
at My, xaﬂe Bitt-maker to his Majefty, i the Mews,
Charing.crofs.

N. 1. Waoied an Apprentice and Hall-bosrdess

] NEW NOVELS,
This Day are publithed, (in twoVolumes, price g3, fewed, )
J—.Jmm QUNG WIDOW ; or, the HIS-

TORY of Mrs. LEDWICH.

The HISTORY of Lord BELFORDand Mifs SOPHIA.

‘WOODLEY, 3 vol. g5 bound. .
Printed for the Editor, and foldby F. Noble, in Holborn ;
Where may be had lately publifhed,
St. Ruthin's Abbey, a Novel, 3 vols, g5, bound,
The Woman of Lefters; or, Hiftory of Fanny Belton, |
wi Hiftory of Col, Melyill
an for Lovers ; or, Hifltory of Col, Melville and
Lady Richly,2 vals, 7% hound. i

rmwna.m. Amufements; ory Evening Entertainer, 2 vol.
75, boun
b >au§zna of a Cavalies, by Daniel Defoe, 3 volsgs |

ound.

T. RICKABY, PRINTER,

7 Mo, 15, Duke's Caurt, Drury Laney
7w Efpedfully informs his Friends and the Pube

lic in general, that the Partnerfhip between him and
M. Moare being entirely diffolved, he now intendsto casgy
on every branch of the FRINTING BUSINESS upon his
own aceount §—and having purchafed a camplete affurte
ment of the neatelt and bet materialy, is determinedto
|purfue 2 Mode of Printing which he hopes will mect with
|the approbation of his employers. .
|, N.B, Cards, Hand-Bills, Circular Letters, and all ar»
[ticles of the kind; accurately printed at 2 few hours natice,
in 2 manner particularly neaf, and at the loweft pricess

#,% An Apprentice wanted.

. Ta the Readers of the London Medical Journal.
This day is firft publithed, price 15,
mdz PATHY DEFENDED; or, the State
MEDICAL CRITICISM in London s written to
improve the Principles and Manners of the Editor of the
London Medical Joumal:.To which are added the Con-
tents of the Treatife on Medical Sympathy, and 3 Poft
feripty on account of a premature Review inalate Nam-
ber of the London Medical Journal.
By a Saciety of Faculties; .

Friends to the Publicand Enemies to Impofition,

& Cum tua non edss, Carpis mea carmina, Lacli

6 Casp re vel noli noftra, ede tua” .

; Marr. Epige

‘This pamphlet has been hitherto diftributed gratuitoufly.
| The repeated applications for them, particularly from the
country, have becomc fo numerouy, that the Society feel
themfelves under the neceffity of putting them into the

handsof a publither.
| wc_m by ). Murray, Baokfeller, Fleet-ftrezt,

7 Nondum lingua filet dextra, peregit opus,
Manze
mmow.ﬂ.zbzp on the latelt and moft ap-
proved Principles taughtby J. LARKHAM, No1s,

Rofe Alley, Bifhopfgate Streete h

Tz would excecd the limits of an advertifement merely
0 mention the various ervors cither in the plan or the
| exeution of the different {chemes of Short-hand hitherto
| made public, or to point out the peculiarities and excel-
7 lencies of the prefent : Mr. L. therefore only begs leave
to obferve, that the approbation of many gentlemen well
known in the literary world, and well verfed in the Theory
and Pradtice of Short~hand, exprefled in ftronger termis than
delicacy will permit him to repeat, warrants him in foy-
ing b7s will be found a fyltem of thort and fwift writing;
more eafy to acquire and retain, more expeditipusl,more
,fﬁt_\.. and more ngular than any ever yetoffered to the
Publie,

Theterms of teaching ons Guinea, thexfualtime of lparn~
ing Jevenletions,
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THE CHARACTER OF A COFFEE-HOUSE

(first published in London, 1673)

A coffee-house is a lay conventicle, good-fellowship turned puritan, ill-husbandry in masquerade,
whither people come, after toping all day, to purchase, at the expense of their last penny, the repute of
sober companions: A Rota, that, like Noah's ark, receives animals of every sort, from the precise
diminutive band, to the hectoring cravat and cuffs in folio; a nursery for training up the smaller fry of
virtuosi in confident tattling, or a cabal of kittling: critics that have only learned to spit and mew; a mint
of intelligence, that, to make each man his pennyworth, draws out into petty parcels, what the merchant
receives in bullion: he, that comes often, saves twopence a week in Gazettes, and has his news and his
coffee for the same charge, as at a threepenny ordinary they give in broth to your chop of mutton; it is
an exchange, where haberdashers of political small-wares meet, and mutually abuse each other, and the
public, with bottomless stories, and heedless notions; the rendezvous of idle pamphlets, and persons
more idly employed to read them; a high court of justice, where every little fellow in a camlet cloak
takes upon him to transpose affairs both in church and state, to show reasons against acts of parliament,
and condemn the decrees of general councils. It is impossible to describe it better than the most
ingenious of the Latin poets has done it to our hand, and that so excellently [:]
[...]

Here all that's done, though far remote, appears,

.And in close whispers penetrates our ears;

As built of brass, the house throughout resounds,

Reports things heard, and every word rebounds.

No rest within, nor silence, yet the noise

Not loud, but like a hollow murmuring voice;

Such as from far by rolling waves is sent,

Or like Jove's fainting thunder almost spent:

Hither the idle vulgar come and go,

Carrying a thousand rumours to and fro;

With stale reports some list'ning ears do fill,

Some coin fresh tales in words that vary still;

Lyes mixt with truth, all in the telling grows,

And each relator adds to what he knows:

Here dwells rash error, light credulity,

Sad panick fears, joys built on vanity;

New rais'd sedition, secret whisperings

Of unknown authors, and of doubtful things:

All acts of hcav'n and earth it boldly views,

And, through the spacious world, enquires for news.

The room stinks of tobacco worse than hell of brimstone, and is as full of smoke as their heads that
frequent it, whose humours are as various as those of Bedlam, and their discourse oftentimes as
heathenish and dull as their liquor; that liquor, which, by its looks and taste, you may reasonably guess
to be Pluto's diet drink, that witches tipple out of dead men's skulls, when they ratify to Belzebub their
sacramental vows. [...]

As you have a hodge-podge of drinks, such too is your company, for each man seems a leveler, and
ranks and files himself as he lists, without regard to degrees or order; so that often you may see a silly
fop and a worshipful justice, a griping rook and a grave citizen, a worthy lawyer and an errant
pickpocket, a reverend non-conformist and a canting mountebank, all blended together to compose a
medley of impertinence.

"i.e., club room.
2 i.e., carping.
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If any pragmatic, to show himself witty or eloquent, begin to talk high, presently the further tables
are abandoned, and all the rest flock round [...]. They listen to him awhile with their mouths, and let
their pipes go out, and coffee grow cold, for pure zeal of attention, but on the sudden fall all a yelping
at once with more noise, but not half so much harmony, as a pack of beagles on the full cry. To still this
bawling, up starts Captain All-man-sir, the man of mouth, with [...] a voice louder than the speaking
trumpet, he begins you the story of a sea-fight; and though he never were further, by water, than the
Bear-garden: [...] yet, having pirated the names of ships and captains, he persuades you himself was
present, and performed miracles; that he waded knee-deep in blood on the upper-deck, and never thought
to serenade his mistress so pleasant as the bullets whistling; how he stopped a vice-admiral of the
enemy's under full sail; till she was boarded, with his single arm, instead of grappling-irons, and puffed
out with his breath a fire-ship that fell foul on them. All this he relates, sitting in a cloud of smoke, and
belching so many common oaths to vouch it, you can scarce guess whether the real engagement, or his
romancing account of it, be the more dreadful: however, he concludes with railing at the conduct of
some eminent officers (that, perhaps, he never saw), and protests, had they taken his advice at the council
of war, not a sail had escaped us.

He is no sooner out of breath, but another begins a lecture on the Gazette:, where, finding several
prizes taken, he gravely observes, if this trade hold, we shall quickly rout the Dutch:, horse and foot, by
sea [...]; he takes words by the sound, without examining their sense: Morear he believes to be the country
of the Moors, and Hungary a place where famine always keeps her court, nor is there anything more
certain, than that he made a whole room full of fops, as wise as himself, spend above two hours in
searching the map for Aristocracy and Democracy, not doubting but to have found them there, as well
as Dalmatia and Croatia. [...]

A coffee-house is a phanatick theatre, a hot house to flux in for a clapped understanding, a
sympathetical cure for the gonorrhcea of the tongue, or a refined baudy-house, where illegitimate reports
are got in close adultery, between lying lips and itching ears.

(From The Harleian miscellany: a collection of scarce, curious, and entertaining
pamphlets and tracts, as well in manuscript as in print, Vol. 8, London, 1810, p.
7-15)

3 Bear-Garden is across the Thames, on Bankside.

4 The London Gazette, created in 1666, was one of the first English newspapers. It was published by the
government and besides giving news of government appointments and decisions, it reported current events both
in England and abroad. The London Gazette is to this day the most important official journal.

5In 1673, England is allied to Louis XIV's France and at war with Holland.

® Morea was the usual 17th century name for the Peloponnese (in Greece).

7 The author plays on the homonymy between hunger and Hungary.
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Daniel Defoe
The Education of Women, 1719

Daniel Defoe (c. 1661-1731) was a Dissenter who early gave up the idea of becoming a dissenting minister,
and went into business. His Shortest-Way with Dissenters brought down on him the wrath of the Tories; he was
fined, imprisoned, and exposed in the pillory, with the result that he became for the time a popular hero. While
in prison he started a newspaper, the "Review" (1704-1713). From this time for about fourteen years he was
chiefly engaged in political journalism; and in 1719 he published the first volume of Robinson Crusoe, his
greatest triumph.

kksk

I have often thought of it as one of the most barbarous customs in the world, considering us as a
civilized and a Christian country, that we deny the advantages of learning to women. We reproach the
sex every day with folly and impertinence; while I am confident, had they the advantages of education
equal to us, they would be guilty of less than ourselves.

One would wonder, indeed, how it should happen that women are conversible at all; since they are
only beholden to natural parts, for all their knowledge. Their youth is spent to teach them to stitch and
sew or make baubles. They are taught to read, indeed, and perhaps to write their names, or so; and that
is the height of a woman's education. And I would but ask any who slight the sex for their
understanding, what is a man (a gentleman, I mean) good for, that is taught no more? I need not give
instances, or examine the character of a gentleman, with a good estate, or a good family, and with
tolerable parts; and examine what figure he makes for want of education.

The soul is placed in the body like a rough diamond; and must be polished, or the lustre of it will
never appear. And 'tis manifest, that as the rational soul distinguishes us from brutes; so education
carries on the distinction, and makes some less brutish than others. This is too evident to need any
demonstration. But why then should women be denied the benefit of instruction? If knowledge and
understanding had been useless additions to the sex, God Almighty would never have given them
capacities; for he made nothing needless. Besides, I would ask such, What they can see in ignorance,
that they should think it a necessary ornament to a woman? or how much worse is a wise woman than
a fool? or what has the woman done to forfeit the privilege of being taught? Does she plague us with
her pride and impertinence? Why did we not let her learn, that she might have had more wit? Shall we
upbraid women with folly, when 'tis only the error of this inhuman custom, that hindered them from
being made wiser?

The capacities of women are supposed to be greater, and their senses quicker than those of the
men; and what they might be capable of being bred to, is plain from some instances of female wit,
which this age is not without. Which upbraids us with Injustice, and looks as if we denied women the
advantages of education, for fear they should vie with the men in their improvements. . . .

[They] should be taught all sorts of breeding suitable both to their genius and quality. And in
particular, Music and Dancing; which it would be cruelty to bar the sex of, because they are their
darlings. But besides this, they should be taught languages, as particularly French and Italian: and I
would venture the injury of giving a woman more tongues than one. They should, as a particular
study, be taught all the graces of speech, and all the necessary air of conversation; which our common
education is so defective in, that I need not expose it. They should be brought to read books, and
especially history; and so to read as to make them understand the world, and be able to know and
judge of things when they hear of them.

To such whose genius would lead them to it, I would deny no sort of learning; but the chief thing,
in general, is to cultivate the understandings of the sex, that they may be capable of all sorts of
conversation; that their parts and judgements being improved, they may be as profitable in their
conversation as they are pleasant.

Women, in my observation, have little or no difference in them, but as they are or are not
distinguished by education. Tempers, indeed, may in some degree influence them, but the main
distinguishing part is their Breeding.

The whole sex are generally quick and sharp. I believe, I may be allowed to say, generally so: for
you rarely see them lumpish and heavy, when they are children; as boys will often be. If a woman be
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well bred, and taught the proper management of her natural wit, she proves generally very sensible
and retentive.

And, without partiality, a woman of sense and manners is the finest and most delicate part of God's
Creation, the glory of Her Maker, and the great instance of His singular regard to man, His darling
creature: to whom He gave the best gift either God could bestow or man receive. And 'tis the sordidest
piece of folly and ingratitude in the world, to withhold from the sex the due lustre which the
advantages of education gives to the natural beauty of their minds.

A woman well bred and well taught, furnished with the additional accomplishments of knowledge
and behaviour, is a creature without comparison. Her society is the emblem of sublimer enjoyments,
her person is angelic, and her conversation heavenly. She is all softness and sweetness, peace, love,
wit, and delight. She is every way suitable to the sublimest wish, and the man that has such a one to
his portion, has nothing to do but to rejoice in her, and be thankful.

On the other hand, Suppose her to be the very same woman, and rob her of the benefit of
education, and it follows

If her temper be good, want of education makes her soft and easy.

Her wit, for want of teaching, makes her impertinent and talkative.

Her knowledge, for want of judgement and experience, makes her fanciful and whimsical.

If her temper be bad, want of breeding makes her worse; and she grows haughty, insolent, and
loud.

If she be passionate, want of manners makes her a termagant and a scold, which is much at one
with Lunatic.

If she be proud, want of discretion (which still is breeding) makes her conceited, fantastic, and
ridiculous.

And from these she degenerates to be turbulent, clamorous, noisy, nasty, the devil! . . .

The great distinguishing difference, which is seen in the world between men and women, is in their
education; and this is manifested by comparing it with the difference between one man or woman, and
another.

And herein it is that I take upon me to make such a bold assertion, That all the world are mistaken
in their practice about women. For I cannot think that God Almighty ever made them so delicate, so
glorious creatures; and furnished them with such charms, so agreeable and so delightful to mankind;
with souls capable of the same accomplishments with men: and all, to be only Stewards of our Houses,
Cooks, and Slaves.

Not that I am for exalting the female government in the least: but, in short, I would have men take
women for companions, and educate them to be fit for it. A woman of sense and breeding will scorn as
much to encroach upon the prerogative of man, as a man of sense will scorn to oppress the weakness
of the woman. But if the women's souls were refined and improved by teaching, that word would be
lost. To say, the weakness of the sex, as to judgment, would be nonsense; for ignorance and folly
would be no more to be found among women than men.

I remember a passage, which I heard from a very fine woman. She had wit and capacity enough, an
extraordinary shape and face, and a great fortune: but had been cloistered up all her time; and for fear
of being stolen, had not had the liberty of being taught the common necessary knowledge of women's
affairs. And when she came to converse in the world, her natural wit made her so sensible of the want
of education, that she gave this short reflection on herself: "I am ashamed to talk with my very maids,"
says she, "for I don't know when they do right or wrong. I had more need go to school, than be
married."

I need not enlarge on the loss the defect of education is to the sex; nor argue the benefit of the
contrary practice. 'Tis a thing will be more easily granted than remedied. This chapter is but an Essay
at the thing: and I refer the Practice to those Happy Days (if ever they shall be) when men shall be
wise enough to mend it.

English essays from Sir Philip Sidney to Macaulay. With introductions
and notes. The Harvard classics v. 27. New York: Collier [c. 1910].
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MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT :
A VINDICATION OF THE RIGHTS OF WOMAN, 1792

From chapter 12: On National Education

... the national education of women is of the utmost consequence, for what a number of
human sacrifices are made to that moloch prejudice! And in how many ways are children
destroyed by the lasciviousness of man? The want of natural affection, in many women, who
are drawn from their duty by the admiration of men, and the ignorance of others, render the
infancy of man a much more perilous state than that of brutes; yet men are unwilling to place
women in situations proper to enable them to acquire sufficient understanding to know how
even to nurse their babes.

So forcibly does this truth strike me, that I would rest the whole tendency of my reasoning
upon it, for whatever tends to incapacitate the maternal character, takes woman out of her
sphere.

But it is vain to expect the present race of weak mothers either to take that reasonable care of
a child's body, which is necessary to lay the foundation of a good constitution, supposing that
it do not suffer for the sins of its fathers; or, to manage its temper so judiciously that the child
will not have, as it grows up, to throw off all that its mother, its first instructor, directly or
indirectly taught; and unless the mind have uncommon vigour, womanish follies will stick to
the character throughout life. The weakness of the mother will be visited on the children! And
whilst women are educated to rely on their husbands for judgment, this must ever be the
consequence, for there is no improving an understanding by halves, nor can any being act
wisely from imitation, because in every circumstance of life there is a kind of individuality,
which requires an exertion of judgment to modify general rules. The being who can think
justly in one track, will soon extend its intellectual empire; and she who has sufficient
judgment to manage her children, will not submit, right or wrong, to her husband, or patiently
to the social laws which make a nonentity of a wife.

In public schools women, to guard against the errors of ignorance, should be taught the
elements of anatomy and medicine, not only to enable them to take proper care of their own
health, but to make them rational nurses of their infants, parents, and husbands; for the bills of
mortality are swelled by the blunders of self-willed old women, who give nostrums of their
own without knowing any thing of the human frame. It is likewise proper, only in a domestic
view, to make women acquainted with the anatomy of the mind, by allowing the sexes to
associate together in every pursuit; and by leading them to observe the progress of the human
understanding in the improvement of the sciences and arts; never forgetting the science of
morality, nor the study of the political history of mankind. ...

Besides, by the exercise of their bodies and minds women would acquire that mental activity
so necessary in the maternal character, united with the fortitude that distinguishes steadiness
of conduct from the obstinate perverseness of weakness. For it is dangerous to advise the
indolent to be steady, because they instantly become rigorous, and to save themselves trouble,
punish with severity faults that the patient fortitude of reason might have prevented.

But fortitude presupposes strength of mind; and is strength of mind to be acquired by
indolent acquiescence? by asking advice instead of exerting the judgment? by obeying
through fear, instead of practising the forbearance, which we all stand in need of ourselves?—
The conclusion which I wish to draw, is obvious; make women rational creatures, and free
citizens, and they will quickly become good wives, and mothers; that is—if men do not
neglect the duties of husbands and fathers.
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RICHARD PRICE ON THE ENGLISH AND FRENCH REVOLUTIONS

From his sermon A Discourse on the Love of our Country, delivered on Nov. 4, 1789 to
the Society for Commemorating the Revolution in Great Britain.

I would farther direct you to remember, that though the Revolution [of 1688] was a great work, it was by
no means a perfect work; and that all was not then gained which was necessary to put the kingdom in the secure
and complete possession of the blessings of liberty.—In particular, you should recollect, that the toleration then
obtained was imperfect. It included only those who could declare their faith in the doctrinal articles of the church
of England. It has, indeed, been since extended, but not sufficiently; for there still exist penal laws on account of
religious opinions, which (were they carried into execution) would shut up many of our places of worship, and
silence and imprison some of our ablest and best men.—The TEST LAWS are also still in force; and deprive of
eligibility to civil and military offices, all who cannot conform to the established worship. It is with great
pleasure I find that the body of Protestant Dissenters, though defeated in two late attempts to deliver their
country from this disgrace to it, have determined to persevere. Should they at last succeed, they will have the
satisfaction, not only of removing from themselves a proscription they do not deserve, but of contributing to
lessen the number of our public iniquities. For I cannot call by a gentler name, laws which convert an ordinance
appointed by our Saviour to commemorate his death, into an instrument of oppressive policy, and a qualification
of rakes and atheists for civil posts. [...]

But the most important instance of the imperfect state in which the Revolution left our constitution, is the
inequality of our representation. I think, indeed, this defect in our constitution so gross and so palpable, as to
make it excellent chiefly in form and theory. You should remember that a representation in the legislature of a
kingdom is the basis of constitutional liberty in it, and of all legitimate government; and that without it a
government is nothing but an usurpation. When the representation is fair and equal, and at the same time vested
with such powers as our House of Commons possesses, a kingdom may be said to govern itself, and
consequently to possess true liberty. When the representation is partial, a kingdom possesses liberty only
partially; and if extremely partial, it only gives a semblance of liberty; but if not only extremely partial, but
corruptly chosen, and under corrupt influence after being chosen, it becomes a nuisance, and produces the worst
of all forms of government—a government by corruption—a government carried on and supported by spreading
venality and profligacy through a kingdom. May heaven preserve this kingdom from a calamity so dreadful! It is
the point of depravity to which abuses under such a government as ours naturally tend, and the last stage of
national unhappiness. We are, at present, I hope, at a great distance from it. But it cannot be pretended that there
are no advances towards it, or that there is no reason for apprehension and alarm.

The inadequateness of our representation has been long a subject of complaint. This is, in truth, our
fundamental grievance; and I do not think that any thing is much more our duty, as men who love their country,
and are grateful for the Revolution, than to unite our zeal in endeavouring to get it redressed. At the time of the
American war, associations were formed for this purpose in London, and other parts of the kingdom [...]. But all
attention to it seems now lost, and the probability is, that this inattention will continue, and that nothing will be
done towards gaining for us this essential blessing, till some great calamity again alarms our fears, or till some
great abuse of power again provokes our resentment; or, perhaps, till the acquisition of a pure and equal
representation by other countries (while we are mocked with the shadow*) kindles our shame. [...]

What an eventful period is this! [...] I have lived to see a diffusion of knowledge, which has undermined
superstition and error—I have lived to see the rights of men better understood than ever; and nations panting for
liberty, which seemed to have lost the idea of it.—I have lived to see Thirty Millions of people, indignant and
resolute, spurning at slavery, and demanding liberty with an irresistible voice; their king led in triumph, and an
arbitrary monarch surrendering himself to his subjects®**.— After sharing in the benefits of one Revolution, I
have been spared to be a witness to two other Revolutions, both glorious.— And now, methinks, I see the ardour
for liberty catching and spreading; a general amendment beginning in human affairs; the dominion of kings
changed for the dominion of laws, and the dominion of priests giving way to the dominion of reason and
conscience.

Be encouraged, all ye friends of freedom, and writers in its defence! The times are auspicious. Your labours
have not been in vain. Behold kingdoms, admonished by you, starting from sleep, breaking their fetters, and
claiming justice from their oppressors! Behold, the light you have struck out, after setting AMERICA free,
reflected to FRANCE, and there kindled into a blaze that lays despotism in ashes, and warms and illuminates
Europe!

*Note by the author: “A representation chosen principally by the Treasury, and a few thousands of the dregs of the people, who are generally
paid for their votes.”

**In a later edition of his sermon, Price explained that “the events to which I referred in these words were those only of the 14th of July and
the subsequent days, when, after the conquest of the Bastille, the King of France sought the protection of the National Assembly and, by his
own desire, was conducted amidst acclamations never before heard in France to Paris, there to show himself to his people as the restorer of
their liberty.”
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Edmund Burke : Reflections On The Revolution In France In
A Letter Intended To Have Been Sent To A Gentleman In
Paris, 1790.

YOU MIGHT, IF YOU PLEASED, have profited of our example and have given to your
recovered freedom a correspondent dignity. Your privileges, though discontinued, were not
lost to memory. Your constitution', it is true [...] suffered waste and dilapidation; but you
possessed in some parts the walls and in all the foundations of a noble and venerable castle.
You might have repaired those walls; you might have built on those old foundations. Your
constitution was suspended before it was perfected, but you had the elements of a constitution
very nearly as good as could be wished. In your old states® you possessed that variety of parts
corresponding with the wvarious descriptions of which your community was happily
composed; you had all that combination and all that opposition of interests; you had that
action and counteraction which, in the natural and in the political world, from the reciprocal
struggle of discordant powers, draws out the harmony of the universe. These opposed and
conflicting interests which you considered as so great a blemish in your old and in our present
constitution interpose a salutary check to all precipitate resolutions. They render deliberation
a matter, not of choice, but of necessity; they make all change a subject of compromise, which
naturally begets moderation; they produce temperaments preventing the sore evil of harsh,
crude, unqualified reformations, and rendering all the headlong exertions of arbitrary power,
in the few or in the many, for ever impracticable. [...]

You had all these advantages in your ancient states, but you chose to act as if you had
never been molded into civil society and had everything to begin anew. You began ill,
because you began by despising everything that belonged to you. You set up your trade
without a capital. If the last generations of your country appeared without much luster in your
eyes, you might have passed them by and derived your claims from a more early race of
ancestors. Under a pious predilection for those ancestors, your imaginations would have
realized in them a standard of virtue and wisdom beyond the vulgar practice of the hour; and
you would have risen with the example to whose imitation you aspired. Respecting your
forefathers, you would have been taught to respect yourselves [...Jor if, diffident of yourselves
and not clearly discerning the almost obliterated constitution of your ancestors, you had
looked to your neighbors in this land who had kept alive the ancient principles and models of
the old common law of Europe meliorated and adapted to its present state—by following wise
examples, you would have given new examples of wisdom to the world. [...]

[...] All other nations have begun the fabric of a new government, or the reformation of an
old, by establishing originally or by enforcing with greater exactness some rites or other of
religion. All other people have laid the foundations of civil freedom in severer manners and a
system of a more austere and masculine morality. France, when she let loose the reins of regal
authority, doubled the license of a ferocious dissoluteness in manners and of an insolent
irreligion in opinions and practice, and has extended through all ranks of life, as if she were
communicating some privilege or laying open some secluded benefit, all the unhappy
corruptions that usually were the disease of wealth and power. This is one of the new
principles of equality in France.

39

" Burke parle de la « Constitution » implicite de I’ Ancien Régime avant que la monarchie absolue des
Bourbons ne la dévoie.

* 11 s’agit des trois états du clergé, de la noblesse et du Tiers-Etat que le monarque pouvait réunir dans
les Etats Généraux.
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